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Meeting: Ordinary Meeting  
Date & Time: 01 April 2026 at 6.00pm
Venue: Coxhoe Village Hall 

Councilors present: S Dunn (Chair) W Lavelle, P King, J Ashworth, K Simpson, A Harden, K Lowes, G Johnston, J Ashford, A Appleby.

County Councillors Present: County Councilors Hutchinson and Blakey (Both attended from 6.20pm)

Also present: S Taylor, Parish Clerk N Watson, Admin Officer


1846 To note apologies
It was Resolved to note apologies from Councilors J Peterson


1847 To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda (state whether the interest is a disclosable pecuniary, other registerable or other non-registerable interest, & the nature of the interest)

Councillor Dunn declared other registerable interests as a Director of the Active Life Centre, as a Trustee of Coxhoe Village Hall, as a Governor of Coxhoe Primary School. 

Councillor Harden declared an other registerable interest as a Director of the Active Life Centre. 

Councillor Lavelle declared an other registerable interest as a Director of the Active Life Centre. 

Councillor K Simpson declared other registerable interests as a Trustee of Coxhoe Village Hall and a business owner in Coxhoe. 

Councillor Lowes declared an other registerable interest as a trustee of Coxhoe Village Hall and an other non registerable personal interest in the Youth Group due to having a family member in the service.


It was Resolved the interests were noted.
[bookmark: _Hlk65078391]
1848 To confirm the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 04 March 2026

It was Resolved to approve the Ordinary Meeting minutes which took place on 04 March 2026

1849 Public participation
It was Resolved to note that two members of the public were present.
A resident wanted to report to the Councillors the overgrown hedges up the pit bank in Quarrington Hill, County Councillor Hutchinson will report this matter. 


1850To receive the County Councillors’ Update

It was Resolved to note the update from County Councillor Hutchinson.
· Antisocial behaviour in the area had been reported.
· Parking wardens confirmed that 4 tickets and 3 warnings were issued around the School. 
· Complaints about abandoned cars on the tip road had been reported.
· Councillor Hutchinson is to chase an update about the double yellow lines at the Avenue.

1851 To receive Councillors’ reports of attendance at meetings and events on behalf of the Parish Council 

It was Resolved to note the following meetings were attended;
6th March – Clerk, Chair, Contractor and working group at Kingswood.
18th March – Clerk and Chair at Kingswood.
19th March – Clerk, Chair and MP A Strickland, Parochial Council - Quarrington Hill Churchyard

It was further Resolved to note the litter pick that took place on the 18th March 2026 including Councillor King.


1852 To consider, note and agree financial matters
a) Finance Report and Payment Schedule
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1. Bank Reconciliation and Balances
2. Payments and Receipts

1. Bank Reconciliation and Balances 

Bank reconciliation, bank statements and cashbook will be available on Councillors’ request. 
[bookmark: _Hlk21344514]Bank Balances as at 27/03/2026
Unity Trust: £ 17,577.51
Unity (Youth Account): £ 1,137.64
Nationwide: £84,337.83
Credit Card Balance £ 0
TOTAL BALANCE: £ 103,052.98
Recommendations:
note the bank balances.



2. Payments and Receipts

a) Payments for Approval
[bookmark: _Hlk21344572]


Direct Debits
	No 
	Billing Period
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	DD1
	March 26 
	NEST
	Employer & Employees’ Pension Contributions
	£491.86

	
DD2
	March 26
	ITC
	One drive 
	 £4.80

	DD3
	March 26

	BT
	Landline & Broadband
	£45.44

	DD4
	March 26
	Vodafone
	4 x Mobile Phones

	71.47




Bank Payments

	No 
	Billing Period
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	BP1
	March 26

	Staff Salaries 
	Staff Salaries February 2026
	£7394.23

	BP2
	March 26
	HMRC
	Staff Liabilities February 2026
	£2378.50

	BP4
	01.03.26
	SE Landscape
	Q Hill Church Yard work
	£1800.00

	BP5
	01.03.26
	SE Landscape
	Maintenance work
	£1562.50

	BP6
	09.03.26
	Canva 
	Annual Subscription
	£100.00

	BP7
	23.03.26
	Baydale 
	Adding a second user
	£61.20

	BP8
	27.03.26
	National Allotment Society
	Membership
	£84.00

	BP9 
	27.03.26
	Dgs
	Basic Cottage work
	£6540

	BP10
	27.03.26
	Align
	Estates Work
	£4500


 

Credit Card Purchases

	No 
	Purchase Date
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	CC1
	
	
	
	

	CC2
	
	
	
	

	CC3
	
	
	
	



Payments are gross (after VAT) unless indicated otherwise.

Payments requiring further information, presented for approval
	Ref
	Payee
	Description
	Further information
	Amount

	A
	
	
	
	



Payments are gross (after VAT) unless indicated otherwise.

Approved for action/payment: 

Signed: …………………………………………………………… 
Print Name: ………………………………………………………
b) Monies received 
Wednesday 25th March 2026
25/03/26
DURHAM COUNTY COUN•4511489
9,886.00
Friday 6th March 2026
06/03/26
YOUTH
5.00
Monday 2nd March 2026
02/03/26
DURHAM COUNTY COUN•4502629
2,640.00
Paying in Authorisation None to authorise

Paying in Authorisation 
None to authorise.

The following were Resolved:
(1) to note the report.
(2) to note the bank balances.
(3) to approve the payments in the payments schedule.

b) Employer Costs for March 2026
The Clerk had sent a report.
It was Resolved to note the employer costs for March 26.
c) Financial Position
It was Resolved to note the Report
d) Year End Update 
It was Resolved to note the Report
e) Accounting Software 
The report was noted, it was Resolved for the Clerk to continue with further investigations and produce a further report to the council with her findings.
f) Dog Bin Contract 
It was Resolved to note the report.


1853 To consider matters in the Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk had sent a report.
a) Matters raised by residents
It was Resolved to note the report.
b) To update on resolutions and actions from previous meetings
It was Resolved to note the report.
c) To note activity undertaken and the Clerk’s priorities
It was Resolved to note the report.

1854 To note Parish Council Youth Provision Report (to follow)
a) Youth Provision Update
It was Resolved to note the report.

1855 Coxhoe & Area Community Pantry and Foodbank
It was Resolved to note the Coxhoe & Area Community Pantry and Foodbank update. 

1856 Planning Correspondence and Consultations Report
a) To consider any response to the County Council regarding planning application.
Application Type - Application for a New Premises Licence 
Applicant: -  Fairfield & Shore Limited
Premises – FAIRFIELD & SHORE LTD, UNIT 1D, QUARRINGTON HILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, QUARRINGTON HILL, DURHAM, DH6 4QJ
Date of Application –  17th March 2026           Last date for representations – 14th April 2026

It was Resolved to note the application.

b) To consider any planning applications received after the agenda was issued to be dealt with by the To note approved, withdrawn and refused decisions.

c) To consider correspondence and a response to consultations

It was Resolved to note the correspondence.

d) To note bulletins
It was Resolved to note the bulletins.

d) Ongoing / Upcoming planning applications and correspondence.
Integra 61 Phase 2 To The West Of Amazon UK Integra 61 West Bowburn DH6 5FG
It was Resolved to note the application.

1857 To consider applications for Community Grants and Funding
It was Resolved to note the application from Coxhoe Primary School Parents group, following a discussion it was Resolved to note the application went to a vote. Councillors voted 4 yes, 3 No and 2 abstained.
It was Resolved to approve the application for the £250.00 to be paid to Coxhoe Primary School Parents group.

1858 To Consider Parish Council Structure
It was Resolved to make the following changes to the committee structure:
Councillor Appleby to the Grievance and Disciplinary committee.
Councillor Simpson to be removed from the YSG Committee
Councillor Johnson to the YSG Committee
It was further Resolved to accept the resignation from Councillor J Peterson.  It was Resolved for the Clerk to arrange the resignation process.

1859 To consider activity and expenditure on Land, Buildings and Open Spaces

It was Resolved to suspend standing orders and discuss item 14 e) and g) at the end of the meeting under the confidential section.


a) Quarrington Hill Churchyard
It was Resolved to note the report. It was further Resolved to approve the maintenance of the churchyard for 1 year and to delegate authority to the Clerk to obtain quotes to have the pathway reinstated/restored. 
b) St Mary’s Churchyard
It was Resolved to note the report. 
c) Kingswood Nature Reserve
It was Resolved to note the report. 
d) Section 106 Projects
It was Resolved to approve the Clerk to arrange a meeting with the Primary School Children.
e) Land Enquires 
It was Resolved to discuss in the confidential section 
f) Shaun Henderson Sports Ground.
It was Resolved to note the report. It was further Resolved to delegate authority to the Clerk to cost, plan and approve drainage works by summer, within agreed budget.

g) St Andrews Church Hall
It was Resolved to discuss in the confidential section 

h) Neighbourhood Plan
It was Resolved to note the report. 

[bookmark: _Hlk62642049][bookmark: _Hlk52471158][bookmark: _Hlk50022797]
1860 To consider a resolution that the following item is classified as being of a confidential nature in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960; at this point of the agenda, if agreed, all members of the press and public would be asked to leave the meeting

1861   e) Land Enquiries
It was Resolved to note the update from the Clerk. It was further Resolved for the Clerk to continue discussions and negotiate terms with the developer. It was further Resolved for the Clerk to respond to other parties who had registered an interest in the land. 
	
 	g) St Andrews Church Hall
It was Resolved to note that although all three Councillors hold dispensation, Councillors Dunn, Lowes and Simpson would not vote under this item if needed due to registered interests.
It was further Resolved to note the update from the Clerk following the meeting on the 30th March 2026 and that the church and hall is for sale for market value.

1862 To confirm the date and time of next meeting
It was Resolved that the next meeting be held Wednesday 6 May 2026 at Coxhoe Village Hall at 6.00pm.


The meeting ended at 8.30pm

Certified as a True Record:

Chair (Sign)

Date
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