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Meeting: Ordinary Meeting  
Date & Time: 04 March 2026 at 6.30pm
Venue: Coxhoe Village Hall 

Councilors present: S Dunn (Chair) W Lavelle, P King, J Ashworth, K Simpson, A Harden.

County Councillors Present: County Councilors Hutchinson and Blakey

Also present: S Taylor, Parish Clerk N Watson, Admin Officer


1827 To note apologies
It was Resolved to note apologies from Councilors A Appleby and J Ashford


1828 To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda (state whether the interest is a disclosable pecuniary, other registerable or other non-registerable interest, & the nature of the interest)

Councillor Dunn declared other registerable interests as a Director of the Active Life Centre, as a Trustee of Coxhoe Village Hall, as a Governor of Coxhoe Primary School. 

Councillor Harden declared an other registerable interest as a Director of the Active Life Centre. 

Councillor Lavelle declared an other registerable interest as a Director of the Active Life Centre. 

Councillor K Simpson declared other registerable interests as a Trustee of Coxhoe Village Hall and a business owner in Coxhoe. 

It was Resolved the interests were noted.
[bookmark: _Hlk65078391]
1829 To confirm the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 04 February 2026

It was Resolved to approve the Ordinary Meeting minutes which took place on 04 February 2026

1830 Public participation
It was Resolved to note that two members of the public were present.


1831To receive the County Councillors’ Update

It was Resolved to note the update from County Councillor Blakey.
· Antisocial behaviour in the area had been reported.


It was Resolved to note the update from County Councillor Hutchinson
· The grass which has been used for parking at the school has been reported.

It was reported to the County Councillors by the member of public in attendance that the hedges at Quarrington Hill crossroads were in need of maintenance.

1832 To receive Councillors’ reports of attendance at meetings and events on behalf of the Parish Council 

It was Resolved to note the following meetings were attended;

10th January – Chair/Alan Strickland: Quarrington Hill Churchyard
13th February – Chair/Clerk: Shaun Henderson Sports Ground
16th February – Chair/Clerk: Shaun Henderson Sports Ground
19th February – Chair: CDALC Smaller Council Forum
19th February – Chair: Shincliffe Parish Council Meeting
4th March – Councillor King: Coxhoe Primary School Assembly and Litter Pick



1833 To consider, note and agree financial matters
a) Finance Report and Payment Schedule
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1. Bank Reconciliation and Balances
2. Payments and Receipts

1. Bank Reconciliation and Balances 

Bank reconciliation, bank statements and cashbook will be available on Councillors’ request. 
[bookmark: _Hlk21344514]Bank Balances as at 25/02/2026
Unity Trust: £ 22,381.42
Unity (Youth Account): £ 4,059.29
Nationwide: £84,337.83
Credit Card Balance £ 0
TOTAL BALANCE: £ 110,778.54
Recommendations:
note the bank balances.



2. Payments and Receipts

a) Payments for Approval
[bookmark: _Hlk21344572]


Direct Debits
	No 
	Billing Period
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	DD1
	February 26 
	NEST
	Employer & Employees’ Pension Contributions
	£431.02

	
DD2
	February 26
	ITC
	One drive 
	 £4.80

	DD3
	February 26

	BT
	Landline & Broadband
	£45.44

	DD4
	February 26
	Vodafone
	4 x Mobile Phones

	71.47




Bank Payments

	No 
	Billing Period
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	BP1
	January 26

	Staff Salaries 
	Staff Salaries February 2026
	£5966.50

	BP2
	January 26
	HMRC
	Staff Liabilities February 2026
	£1723.51

	BP4
	Jan 26
	S Taylor 
	Youth Club end of year party food.
	148.80

	BP5
	01.03.26
	SE Landscape
	Maintenance work
	£1562.50

	BP6
	01.09.25
	Coxhoe Village Hall 
	Annual Grant 
	£4000.00

	BP7
	01.02.26
	SE Landscapes
	Removal of Xmas Tree 
	£324.00

	BP8
	23.02.26
	Mazars
	2025 audit
	£804.00

	BP9 
	23.02.26
	Conrad Energy
	Christmas light electricity 
	£103.64

	BP10
	23.02.26
	DGS 
	St marys church
	£15120.00



 

Credit Card Purchases

	No 
	Purchase Date
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	CC1
	13.02.26
	Coop
	Litter pick refreshments 
	£6.70

	CC2
	06.01.26
	Wave
	Pavillion Water Bill
	£40.30

	CC3
	01.07.25
	Interflora
	Sympathy Flowers 
	£43.50



Payments are gross (after VAT) unless indicated otherwise.

Payments requiring further information, presented for approval
	Ref
	Payee
	Description
	Further information
	Amount

	A
	
	
	
	



Payments are gross (after VAT) unless indicated otherwise.


Approved for action/payment: 

Signed: …………………………………………………………… 
Print Name: ………………………………………………………
b) Monies received 
Unity Account
(Cheques mailed 16.02.26)
Northern Power Grid £121.75
 (Allotment) £35.00
 (Allotment) £35.00
Friday 20th February 2026
20/02/26
YOUTH
10.00
Friday 13th February 2026
13/02/26
YOUTH
6.00
Tuesday 3rd February 2026
03/02/26
PLOT 11
35.00
Friday 30th January 2026
30/01/26
YOUTH
4.00
Monday 12th January 2026
12/01/26
Allotment
35.00
Friday 9th January 2026
09/01/26
YOUTH
4.00
Monday 5th January 2026
05/01/26
PLOT 4
35.00
Friday 2nd January 2026
02/01/26
Plots 14 and 15
70.00

Paying in Authorisation 
None to authorise.

The following were Resolved:
(1) to note the report.
(2) to note the bank balances.
(3) to approve the payments in the payments schedule.

b) Employer Costs for February 2026
The Clerk had sent a report.
It was Resolved to note the employer costs for February 26.
c) Year End update
It was Resolved to note the Report
d) Admin Costs

Resolution: “In accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following item(s) owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.”

It was Resolved to suspend standing orders and discuss item 7d) at the end of the meeting under the confidential section.


1834 To consider matters in the Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk had sent a report.
a) Matters raised by residents
It was Resolved for the Clerk to chase the design team at DCC for assistance with the Christmas lights at Quarrington Hill.

b) To update on resolutions and actions from previous meetings
It was Resolved to note the report.
c) To note activity undertaken and the Clerk’s priorities
It was Resolved to note the report.

1835 To note Parish Council Youth Provision Report (to follow)
a) Youth Provision Update
It was Resolved to note the report.


1836 Coxhoe & Area Community Pantry and Foodbank
It was Resolved to note the Coxhoe & Area Community Pantry and Foodbank update. 

1837 Planning Correspondence and Consultations Report
a) To consider any response to the County Council regarding planning application.
b) DM/26/00158/AD – Durham Wellness Centre 17 Front Street East, Coxhoe. Two non illuminated wall-mounted rectangular signs to the front and side elevation 
It was Resolved to note the application.

c) To consider any planning applications received after the agenda was issued to be dealt with by the To note approved, withdrawn and refused decisions.
It was Resolved to not eth 3 approved applications.

d) To consider correspondence and a response to consultations

It was Resolved to note the correspondence.

C ) To note bulletins
It was Resolved to note the bulletins.

e) Ongoing / Upcoming planning applications and correspondence.


1838 To consider applications for Community Grants and Funding
It was Resolved to approve the application for the £300 grant for Quarrington Hill Banner Group.

1839 To Consider Parish Council Vacancies
It was Resolved to Co-opt onto the Council, G Johnston. As per Section 83(11) of the Local Government Act 1972, as amended by the Local Government Act 2000: “A declaration of acceptance of office by a member of a local authority shall be in a form prescribed by order and shall include an undertaking by the member to observe the authority’s code of conduct”, It was Resolved for the Clerk to send all polices and relevant documents to the new Councillors and arrange induction sessions as well as having the signed declaration of office form completed. 

1840 To Consider active and expenditure in relation to Events.
It was Resolved to note the report and continue talks with the Brass festival organisers to bring the event to the area. It was further Resolved to liase with Quarrington Hill Community Centre in regards to hosting the Brass Festival.


1841 To consider activity and expenditure on Land, Buildings and Open Spaces

a) Quarrington Hill Churchyard
It was Resolved for the Clerk to approve appropriate maintance works in the churchyard for the next year. 
b) Kingswood Nature Reserve
It was Resolved to note the report. It was Resolved for the Clerk to have authority to start the work in the area.
c) Section 106 projects 
It was Resolved to note the report. It was further Resolved for the Clerk to proceed with the planning application for parking.
d) Land Enquiries 
It was Resolved to suspend standing orders and discuss item 15d) at the end of the meeting under the confidential section.
e) Shaun Henderson Sports Ground
It was Resolved to note the report. 
f) St Andrews Church Hall. 
It was Resolved to note the report.
g) Neighbourhood Plan
It was Resolved to note the report. It was Resolved for the Clerk to have authority to have the plan completed within the agreed budget. It Resolved for the Clerk to clarify with Durham County Council about the mapping involved and further Resolved to share with the new consultant and the Councillors.
h) It was Resolved to note the report. 

[bookmark: _Hlk62642049][bookmark: _Hlk52471158][bookmark: _Hlk50022797]
1825 To consider a resolution that the following item is classified as being of a confidential nature in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960; at this point of the agenda, if agreed, all members of the press and public would be asked to leave the meeting

1826  Admin Costs
It was Resolved to note the report and approve. The Clerk is to send a formal letter to the Village Hall Committee.

1827 To consider activity and expenditure on Land, Buildings and Open Spaces
Land Enquiries

It was Resolved to explore offers received and to liaise with effected parties. 

1828 To confirm the date and time of next meeting
It was Resolved that the next meeting be held Wednesday 1 April 2026 at Coxhoe Village Hall at 6.30pm.


The meeting ended at 9pm

Certified as a True Record:

Chair (Sign)

Date
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