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Annual Report 2016-2017  

 

Introduction 
 

Coxhoe Community Partnership is now in its 19
th

 year and continues to strive to make 

Coxhoe a better place in which to live and 

work. While we only have a small number 

of Members, by involving ourselves in the 

village and wider district we still influence 

positive developments in the community. 

Partnership working is often slow in 

delivery and most of the projects in which 

we have been involved are ongoing. This 

Annual Report sets out our work and 

achievements over the last year and 

outlines what we have achieved in helping 

to make Coxhoe a better place. 

 

Membership of the Community Partnership is currently low although we did welcome one 

new member at the end of the year. Members of the Partnership have been instrumental in 

working to help sustain futures for the Active Life Centre and Coxhoe Village Hall so most of 

their volunteering time has been devoted to those particular causes. While we have 

achieved a great deal we could do a lot more if more volunteers came forward to lend a 

helping hand with their time, skills, knowledge and ideas. The implementation of the ‘Big 

Society’ and the impact of austerity is showing us that fewer services are being delivered by 

the Unitary Council and it is being left to communities to fend for themselves more and 

more. Without new members the Partnership, together with its clear benefits, is becoming 

evermore at risk. Indeed the Partnership had few achievements outside its normal 

commitments during the year. With the potential that all three key officers resigned at the 

end of the year, the Partnership has to seriously consider its future. An options report was 

prepared and considered at its March Meeting accordingly. 

 

Background 
 

Coxhoe Community Partnership is a voluntary group working to make Coxhoe an even 

better place to live, develop, learn, play, work and visit. We achieve this by helping to 

identify what is important and what can actually be done to make things better. In 

determining what is important we have played a key role in the development of consecutive 

Parish Plans and now use Parish Plan 2 2012-2017 to help set out priorities and focus our 

activities. The Partnership is a registered charity and our limited funding comes from grant 

submissions we make, which is maximised by the financial benefits Charity status allows.  

The Partnership includes residents of the village together with representatives of Durham 

County Council and Coxhoe Parish Council. We generally meet once every two months in 



Coxhoe Village Hall on the last Wednesday of the month but most of our effective work is 

done outside of meetings. This may be a little bit of lobbying but generally it is about getting 

involved and helping to make things happen. 

 

The Partnership was formed in 

March 1998 specifically to address 

the play park but driven other 

improvements in the village. It has 

worked to achieve funding and 

implement a range of improvement 

schemes within the village and its 

surrounding. It has been a key 

driver in the Limestone LinX project 

and has been instrumental in 

helping to facilitate the Coxhoe and 

Quarrington Hill Parish Plan 2 and helping to sustain the futures of the Active Life Centre 

@Coxhoe and Coxhoe Village Hall. It has also been a significant lead in the sustainability of 

youth services in the village, specifically in relation to the Youth Room based at the Active 

Life Centre. Finally, the Partnership plays a significant role in communications within the 

village where members contribute to and distribute the Coxhoe Chronicle, as well as web 

administration work for Coxhoe Parish Council’s website and related facebook and twitter 

accounts. In doing so, the Partnership ensures that there is a true community website 

representing the settlement and that the community is communicated with as effectively as 

possible. 

 

The Partnership has met five times in the year. The Partnership has continued to be active.  

 

At our last Annual General Meeting, having taken into account the Parish Plan, we set out 

our priorities as follows: 

1. To progress existing projects to completion (including Village Signage, commitment to 

the Village Hall, Active Life Centre and community communications) 

2. To continue to support and improve the Keep Coxhoe Clean Campaign 

3. To continue to explore ways to contribute to, progress and implement the Village 

Greens Project Village Atlas through partnership working 

This report is a summary of some of its activity over the last year. 

 

Priority 1: Working to Progress current projects to completion 
  

Village Green Improvement Project (PP2 Coxhoe Action Plan C58) 

It was agreed during the year to defer progress until Parish Plan 3 is considered. 

 

Village Signage (PP2 Coxhoe Action Plan C57) 

It was agreed during the year to defer progress until Parish Plan 3 is considered. 

 

Coxhoe Park (PP2 Coxhoe Action Plan C63) 

It was agreed during the year to defer progress until Parish Plan 3 is considered. 

 

 



Coxhoe Village Hall and Coxhoe Active Life Centre (PP2 Policy 4, Coxhoe Action Plan C9-11) 

Partnership members have taken a significant role in managing the sustained future of 

Coxhoe Village Hall and the Active life Centre. They have contributed significantly to the 

sustainable futures of these vital community hubs. 

Priority 2: To continue to support and improve the Keep Coxhoe Clean 

Campaign 

Under the leadership of Muriel Burton, the Partnership 

organised and delivered a programme of litterpicks 

throughout 2016 and 2017 as part of the Keep Coxhoe Clean 

Campaign. A dozen litter picks in total have now been held 

and well over 100 bags of waste have been collected by 

volunteers from the community. The work of the volunteers 

has been widely commended by the community. As a result 

of the learning report, which was prepared at the end of the 

last financial year by the Partnership, with 

recommendations as to how things can be improved, 

Coxhoe Parish Council agreed to purchase personal litter 

picking equipment in the Parish Council corporate 

colours with the campaign logo. The Partnership is 

extremely grateful for this which underlines their 

support for the volunteers.  The Partnership would like 

to thank all volunteers and would wish to encourage 

others to undertake the litter picks when they occur in 

future. Dates are provided on the Keep Coxhoe Clean   

Campaign pages of the community website and are 

also publicised on the Parish Council’s facebook and 

twitter pages. 

Priority 3: To continue to explore ways to contribute to, progress and 

implement the Village Greens Project Village Atlas through partnership 

working 

It was agreed during the year to defer progress until Parish Plan 3 is considered. 

 

Other Issues 

 

Parish Plan 2 
 

The Partnership has continued to engage in the implementation of the Parish Plan as 

demonstrated in this report. It has worked with the Parish Council to agree an annual 

review of PP2 progress.  It has particularly lobbied for improvements to the Old School 

House Building which has now been demolished. 

 

 

 

 



Neighbourhood Plan 

 
During the Year the Parish Council commenced work on the 

Neighbourhood Plan. The Partnership agreed to support the 

Neighbourhood Plan in principle and has been engaged in 

the Steering Group that has been driving it. In particular the 

Partnership has been significantly involved in the facilitation 

and provision of exhibition material for the Community 

Engagement Event that took place on 9
th

 April 2016. In 

addition it has been taking a lead role in promoting the 

Parish Council’s aspirations through a Partnerships 

member’s role as volunteer website and social media 

administrator. That individual has played a key role in the 

development, implementation and administration of the 

March 2017 Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire, working 

closely with the Parish Chair, Clerk and Community 

Engagement Officer. The Partnership member put together 

the online version of the questionnaire. 

 

Communications 
 

The Partnership contributed to and delivered, with other volunteers, four packed editions of 

the Coxhoe Chronicle in June, September, December and March; the latter of which 

included the Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire. This takes a significant amount of time to 

prepare and deliver but always appears to be well received by residents. The overall 

production of the Coxhoe Chronicle has now been taken over by the Parish Clerk and Chair.  

 

The Partnership has continued to keep up to date the Community website 

(www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk) which is full of information about what is happening in 

and around Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill. This remains to be Durham County Council’s 

‘flagship’ community website. In addition, volunteers administer the Parish Councils 

facebook and twitter accounts. The website had to be completely overhauled during the 

year as the County Council (who hosts 

the site) changed to a new content 

management system. The site is now 

innovative, bigger, brighter and bolder. 

Most of the photographs used on the 

site have been provided by the 

Partnership. The website has around 

1,000 visitors a month. However the 

website had a significant number of 

increased hits and users in the year. 

There were over 13.000 ‘hits’ in 

2016/2017 compared to 16,000 ’hits’ in 

2014/2015 and 10,000 hits in 2013/2014. This is still a fantastic achievement for the village 

website. Full details of performance are available on the Audit and Risks pages of the web 

site.  

 



There was a significant amount of work undertaken to maintain the website in the year as a 

result of the progress of the neighbourhood plan, the support of the Sam Lavery X factor 

campaign, and the M&S Village hall competition. A range of new photo galleries were 

provided during the year, including the unveiling of the public artwork in Quarrington Hill. In 

addition, a range of new pages were provided such as the Kingswood Community 

Partnership, Quarrington Hill allotments and pages for Neighbourhood Planning library, 

planning appeals, funding opportunities and the Keep Coxhoe Clean Campaign page. There 

was also an increase in local businesses and traders taking up the opportunity to have a free 

internet page on the website and there are now over 50 businesses represented. Around 25 

volunteer hours a month are spent on updating the website and maintaining the facebook 

and twitter accounts. The Partnership member also maintains the Village Hall Website and 

social media. The work on the website by the Partnership has been instrumental in the 

Parish Council achieving the Local Councils Foundation Award. 
 

There were over 1,100 ‘friends’ on the 

Parish facebook site at the end of the 

year; an increase of some 10%. While 

there are control issues with facebook it is 

a powerful means of communication and, 

as community response to the Village 

Green improvements promoted on the 

page shows, it is a good tool to take a 

snap shot of community reaction. Part of 

the reason the website is well used is 

down to the number of facebook friends 

who are alerted to news articles as they 

occur. 
 

Governance 
 

The Partnership has its own governance arrangements and provides members with formal 

agendas and resulting minutes of each meeting. It had ten formal meetings within the year. 

Each meeting receives an up to date treasurer’s report in order to achieve high standards of 

financial management and transparency. During the year the Partnership agreed to make its 

minutes publicly available and these now appear on the Community Partnership’s page on 

the Community website www.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk.  
 

During the year the Partnership continually reviewed its performance against its governance 

document, its Constitution, and made some improvements to its governance arrangements 

including publication of minutes indicated above. All members have received a copy of the 

Constitution and a copy of the audited annual accounts. In addition, the annual Charity 

Commission return has been submitted and accepted. Copies of the return were provided to 

all members. 
 

In addition to the above, in the year the Partnership has: 
 

• received regular reports and updates on progress at the Active Life Centre; 

• Made a successful joint application with Coxhoe Vilage Hall to Coxhoe Parish Council 

for the installation of an iron wreath rail around the cenotaph; 

• Made a successful bid to Coxhoe Parish Council to cover costs of insurance to sustain 

the future of the Partnership; 



• Took a lead role in the maintenance of the Keep Coxhoe Clean Campaign; and 

• Continued to raise concerns with the County Council in respect of the state of land 

and buildings in the village such as Old Church School house.  

 

Financial Performance 
 

The Partnership has undertaken very limited transactions in the year. Our income for the 

financial year 2016/2017 was £170.50 and our expenditure £188.50. Our net assets at the 

end of the year is £359.75. A big thank you is given to Coxhoe Parish Council for their grant 

award. 

 

Conclusions 
 

I believe it is clear from the achievements set out above 

how much Coxhoe Community Partnership has done in 

helping to improve and sustain our community. For a small 

voluntary organisation it has done a vast amount, not only 

to encourage physical improvements, but to foster 

community spirit and responsibility. It will continue to do 

this but it still needs new members and new volunteers 

with new skills and ideas to build on what it has achieved 

to date. At the moment the Partnership is being sustained 

by a group of ‘usual suspects’ whose available time is 

being overly stretched. Without new members who are 

able to join us and develop and implement projects then 

the Partnership will remain at risk. It really is time for new 

blood. We need people who have ideas and want to do 

things including the management of the Partnership. Without this the Partnership is in real 

danger of demise. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all who have attended our Partnership 

meetings, those who have undertaken honorary office and those who continue to work for 

the Partnership. Without those individuals Coxhoe would have not benefitted from the 

improvements that have been made as a result of their involvement and engagement. My 

thanks and admiration in this regard, particularly go to those who have taken on so many 

responsibilities with the Active Life Centre and the Village Hall to help save important 

community facilities within our community on an entirely volunteer basis. Coxhoe is truly in 

your debt for your remarkable dedication and Coxhoe should be proud of these facilities 

and what people power has achieved. I would wish to give heartfelt thanks to retiring 

Secretary, Ron Mayo, who has provided years of dedication to the Partnership. Ron you 

have been a star for the Village. Finally I would wish to thank Gordon Fletcher for acting as 

auditor for this year and providing his excellent services completely free of charge. 

 

The future of Coxhoe remains in the hands of all those who live, work and play in our 

brilliant village and not just our ‘usual suspects’. 

 

 

Ian Forster, Chair, Coxhoe Community Partnership. 


