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1 Introduction and Background

Community planning in Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill

In March 2004Coxhoe Community Partnership a@dxhoeParish Council learned about community planning

and the benefits it can bring to our villagéisdecided to do a Parish Plan. The aim of the Parish Plan was to

make the local environment, including the twdlages of Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill, moreaattive and

pleasant places to live and work; places where pewamald want to live now and in the future. Working with
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In producing the plan the Parish Council helped set upvearited with the two Village Partnerships. Advice was
taken from a number of sources including Durham Rural Community Council and Durham County Council. A
Steering Group was formed with representation from elected members as well as residents from the local
community. Asmall grant of £3,500 to do the plan was received from the Countryside Agemeyirst
consideration in putting the plan together was to ensure that the community engagement process was
inclusive representing the views of residents of giksifrom across the Parish. It was also identified that
informingthe community of what was happening was important. To this end there were regular reports in the
communitynewsletter, an information leaflet was produced and circulated to every househnttieven the

local businessesere kept informed.

A variety of consultation methods were used including a household questionnaire, public meetings, a young
LIS 2 Lifusstiddnaire and a questionnaire for the primary school children. These were undertakeedn

June andSeptember 2004. During October and November 2004 exhibitions of the results of these were provided
in the villages. During this process clear community priorities were identifiethe two villagesResidents were

then asked if they woultike to joinpriority focussed working groups with the aim of working to develop action
plans. These Working Groups niettween November 2004 and January 2005 to produce the action plans. Much
information was gathered in thprocess and this was fed intbe final plan which was endorsed by the Parish
Council and published in Febru&§05.

The Parish Plan included an all important Action Plan which identified key themes and priority actions. Over the
pastfive years the Parish Council and others havenbeorking tirelessly to achieve improvement and change
throughthe Parish Plan and have had notable successes particularly in relation to environment and heritage,
activities foryoung people, play and leisure provision as well as traffic calming measaesproved

community safety. Wéave worked to achieve the priorities that you have gesummary of achievements is

set out in Annexe 1.

Why a new Plan?

Our vision for the next five years is set out in Sectiofi@achieve this vision thesre anumber of reasons why

we need to undertake a new community planning exercise in what we are calling Parish Plan 2. As the time
period the plan was designed for has now come to an enctle@lytime to consideii KS 2t R LJX I yQa
replacement. In additiora great deal of what we set out in the first Parish Plan has been achieved or is ongoing.
As a result there is a need to decide where any further activity

should focus. When the last plan was undertaken our residents and
businesses identified key priorisén each of the two villages. After

five years it is possible that such priorities have now changed and our
communities may wish to see a different focus on how we shape the
future of our villageslnformation we have about our villages make

up is set out in Section 3.

We are in different economic circumstances now. There are
significant cuts in public spending and this will have an impact on
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how the Parish Council, Coxhoe Community Partnershipumarrington Hill Village Partnership work with our
partners to secure the very best for our communities. The work of FLIiC in saving the Leisure Centre from
threatened closure by the County Council with the support of the Parish Council has shown ribtbagrvices

that we have taken for granted are under threat but that sustaining services is becoming more and more about
the community pulling together to run things themselves. Money is tight, there will be less funding to deliver
large schemes and ptaers will have to work more closely to deliver improved public services, achieve value for
money and efficient and effective use of resources. There will therefore be a need to focus service delivery to
where it is needed most at a time when resourcessarce. A new Parish Plan is important as it will help
establish local priority for the delivery of services in our villages.

Finally we have some significant land use planning challenges facing the villag@tanning framework in

which we are operang is set out in Section4.KS [/ 2dzy & /[ 2dzyOAf FyR AG& LI NI
Sustainable Community Strategy last year. The County Council is now working on the County Durham Plan whi
Aa GKS W[ 20Ft 5S@St 2 LIVSy CoumNFh B andnmbr@ant fladnidg dosusents K 2 f
which will have implications for future development in our villages. For example, the Goanhgil has already
establishedheir view that there is much potential for new housing development in and arountiéeo

However, after being lobbied by the Parish Council theyfalsikthatthere could beinadequate social

infrastructure suctas health facilities and local school places to cope with any further significant population
increases. On the othdrand, whle there may be less pressure to develop in Quarrington Hill, housing
development may be required thete ensure the vitality and viability of the villagé new plan will be able to
secure local views on hoawur villages may develop and help influermanning decisions made by the County
Council in the future.

Getting the process right

We have received really positive feedback on our community planning. The Durham Rural Community Council
(DRCC) uses our experience as a case study in encouragingastimeunities to undertake a Parish Plan. The
Parish Council guest speakers last year at a county wide event in Bowburn on community planning and the
CommunitieSwork has received recognition nationally. Part of the reason Cowlae finalists in the Rural
Community of the Year competitian 2010was a result of how our communities have basgaged in

planning the future of our villages.

Generally wehave feltthat the process we used back in 20@nainsa good one. Rather tham-invent the
wheel we fdt that the process should largely be the same thite round Therefore, while we feel wienproved
the processwe have adopted the same methodology in producing the plan and this is set out in Section 5.

The key results from our efforts are summarised in Section 6. Summaries of the devetopedals andiction
Plans, the most important pasbf the planning process, are set out in Secticand 8

The delivery of the plan

This plan designed to bmplemented oveia five year period between 2012 and 2041 is therefore a

medium term plan. The plan set outs a series of proposals in the action plans in Seatib@tdgether with a

clear statement of poligas to how the Parish Council willspand to planning proposals during that tim&he

action plans give details of the responsibilities of delivery, risks involved and resources necessary. It is importar
that at a time of significant change and uncertainty that the delivery of this plan slglo®nitored and

reviewed where necessary. Details of the process for monitoring and review are set out in Sedtibe Plan.
¢tKAa aSOlAzy 2F (GKS LIy YI1Sa AG Ot SINIK2g AYLRN]
Society conggt is leading to more and more traditionally run council services being transferred over to the
community. Without volunteers services will close and the Plan may not be achieved.



2 CQur Vision

It isclear that our communities have very high aspirations in seeking improveneetite places in which they
spend most of their livedVe want our villages to be much better places in which to live, work, study and play in.
Our communities want the best fdities possible for our children, young people, elderly and other vulnerable
groups.Wewant people to be safe and potential threats to safety dealt with. Our communities want to see the
development of conditions in which businesses thiiva vibrant cerire and want new opportunities for jobs

and training to develop new skill/ewant our children to have the best possible schoolivgwant sufficient,
affordable housing to meets the needs of the village but equally want to see the villagis/elopedn a way

which sin charactemwith their rolesand scaleWe want to ensure that important community facilities that are
necessary are provided-inallywe want more things to do and require all community facilities to remain open
and improve Above allwe want to be a sustainable community

We know that we cannot do everything we might want to or
desire to on our ownWe also know that at a time of reduced
resources some of what we desire is not going to be
achievableThe Parish Council itself doestiave many

powers. It can work in partnership with others to effect change
either by sharing the workload or resources or by lobbing for
change. It is restricted in the financial resources it can access.
can raise resources through the council taxah help and add
its weight to proposals by others, particularly Coxhoe
Community Partnership and Quarrington Hill Village
Partnership who can bid for a range of voluntary sector funding
regimes.

While we therefore have to be practical and understandibgut our limitations we remain ambitious about
what we should set out to achieve.S F¥SSt GKIF{i GKS WOHBYHNfA G NSARSOBYR2
remains as important as it was in 2005. We have chosen not to change this as our mission.
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3 The Placeand the People

The Places

Coxhoe Parish is located in the centre of County Durham and has a well established road network in all
directions. Being located close to the A1 (M) it is easily accessible. The Parish includes two principal settlement
Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill. Thealaspect of the parish ensures that there are good views of County Durham
particularly from Quarrington Hill, which is elevated above Coxhoe. Both villages have good footpath links into
the surrounding countryside. We pride ourselves on the quality ofwmalks. Coxhoe has approximately 1500
households and Quarrington Hill about 38ath villages are traditionally proud of their warm and friendly
community spirit. The Parish lies in the City of Durham Parliamentary Division and is served by [Qataiy
Council.

CoxhoeVillage is located about 1 mile from the Bowburn intersection of the A1M and about 4 miles to the south
of Durham City. It has a primary school, medical centre, dentists, leisure park and village hall. It has a good
variety of shes, pubs and local businesses cater well for the diverse consumer demands. In the 1970's when th
now demised City of Durham Council last did a village plan for
Coxhoe it was deemed to be a village in decline. In recent years
however, there has been considible housing development and as

a result a significant rise it its population. This has presented service
providers with the new challenges. Many of the improvements to

the village in recent times have been driven by the Coxhoe Village
Partnershipand the Parish CouncilA significahamountof

investment has bee made into developinfacilities centred around

the Leisure centre as well as regenerating Front Street. Businesses
in Front Street are being affected by the current economic

conditions but doesot seem to be in such a decline as has been

seen by other similar settlements. There are a few empty properties which have a detrimental influence on the
overall streetscene throughout the village.

Quarrington Hilllies 1.5 miles to the east of Coxhoe @ previously well used link road to Peterlee and
Hartlepool with Bishop Auckland and the west of the county. Since a new

bypass was opened over a year ago traffic through the village has reduced. T} !
village shares a primary school with neighbouring @adsas no doctors

surgery or dentists but has a community centre which is presently thriving. Pla

and leisure facilitiebave previously beedeemed inadequatdut a new play
facility was provided in the village during 20The village is served by 1@t

with a post office open on mornings only. It has a fish and chip shop which on
opens about 12 hours a week. There is an existing Workinga@&oband

there are now two pubs open in the villag@uarrington Hill has remained
constant in size but cdd be poised for additional housing as the demand to
live near to Durham City grows and developments move away from the city
centre.From an environmental point of view Quarrington Hill would benefit
from private and public investment.




The People

2011 was census year and it will be a while until up to date information about the people who live in the Parish i
F@FAflITofSd ¢2 3IAAGBS Iy Ahf RdstQp td daginforniafion Raslb@da sourBes froan3 NI
the Oxford Consultants for SatInclusion (OCSI), with the help of the Durham Rural Community C(RELC).

This information was updated in May 2010

Who Lives in Coxhoe Parigh

The Parish has a total population of 4,52ih around 680 of these people living in Quarrington. diBl.6 % of

the population are children and this is higher than the rest of Durham (17.6%) . 17.5% are of pensionable age
and this is lower than the rest of Durham (20.6%). 97.3% are white British compared to a Durham average of
98.1%. There are 90 lone jgat families and 225 pengiers live on their own within the Parishihere are more

men than women in the Parish which is the opposite to the rest of Durham and the Region.

What is ther economic statu®

2030 people in the Parish are economically actihéctv makes up over 67%his is higher than the rest of

Durham (60.2%) or the Region (61.3W)ere are 98032.6%)people who are economically inactiwich is

lower than the rest of Durham (39.8%) and the Region (32 Béing out of work can have a gars impact on

'y AYRAGARdAzZ t Qa ljdz2 tAdGe 2F ftATSd wSOSyid AyF2NNIGA
to health) shows that people in the Parish are generally better off than the rest of the County and the Region.

Caxhon Curmam North East
N % N kY N %
10 2007 Empioyment domaln 3000 35 119 4686 158 22800 1561
Jobaocokers Alowanco (JSA) daimants 00 34 14000 &% 81,678 51
Incapacity Bonofit'Severs Dsablomant 190 66 2060 94 1288 84
Alowanoo (I220A) clsimants
Roceiving workioas bonafts 20 100 43730 1380 216210 138
Children in ‘out of work” househoids 15 122 236 N5 12830 237
Souron: DWP 2000, HMRC 2008, CLG 207

245 (12.6%) people are employed in managerial occupations compared with 11.6% across Durham. 190 peopl
are in professional occupations. This represents 9.8% slightly higher than the rest of Durhafhl Z25) of

the population work in elementary occupahs compared with 13.7% across Durham. Skill levels in the local
population are an important economic indicator. Those with low or no skills are more likely to experience
exclusion, and be vulnerable to changes in the economy (such as increased demagtdeskilled workers).

1,005 people in Coxhoe have no qualifications, 33.4% of the population (compared with 36.0% of people acros
Durham). There are 495 people qualified to degree level or above in Cofdt8%), compared with 14.5% of
people acros Durham.

Deprivation and Social Inclusion in the Parish

Although no single indicator encapsulates the different dimensions of deprivation and exclusion for people in
rural areas, the Working Age Client Group benefits dataset Department of Work anéensions (DWP)

provides a general measure for those of working age, covering low income, employment and health issues. 43
people in Coxhoe are receiving some form of DWP benefit, 14.9% of the working age popBitiole. living

on a low income are amorthe most deprived groups in society. A person or household living on a low income
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may be out of work, or in work but on low pay. 490 people across Coxhoe are income deprived (11.3% of all
people). Across Coxhoe, 14.6% of all children live in income ddgdrauseholds (125 children). 23.7% of older
people in Coxhoe receive the Pension Credit Guarantee Element (corresponding to 185 older peglle).
cases these are better than aage across Durham and the region.

Caxhoe Durharm Morth East

N % M % M %
'Weddrg-age people 430 145 66,240 20T 326,965 2.6
ben=ft
People who ams 480 13 88,226 177 491576 19.3
“income deprived”
Income Suppart {15] 50 iz 18,560 60 103,245 6.6
claimants
Children Irving in 126 146 21,480 F38 13342 26.0
income deprived
househalkds
Oider prople recefving 186 23T 31,306 300 166,795 303
Pension Credit
Hiowsing 336 193 BB.475 282 310485 231
Benefit'Coundl Tax
Beneft dairams

SBeuros: WP J008, CLG 2007

How healthy is the Parish?

Health&d | Fdzy RI YSydlf RSGSNX¥YAYFY(G 2F ljdz2rtAGe 2F fATFS
fulfilling and enjoyable life and also indirectly impacting on their ability to sustain standards of living through
income. Ill health may also hagesevere effect on other people, either directly through changing relationships
(for example forcing people into informal unpaid care), or through indirect effects such as change in household
income 545 people in Coxhoe report themselves as having &rigniongterm iliness, 15.6% of the population
(compared with 16.9% of people across Durham). DWP health benefit data shows that 100 older people in
Coxhoe receive Attendance Allowance (12.4% of all older people). Across Coxhoe, 295 people receitye Disabil
Living Allowance (6.5% of all peopl&gyain these figures are all lower than across Durham.

How do people access services?

Access to services is a major factor in quality of life for people in rural communities, where lack of transport car
be aprimary cause of social exclusidteople are at risk from social exclusion where necessary services such as
hospitals, education, employment and training centres, or food stores, are not easily accessible. This is
especially likely to present difficultiésr people without cars or who are unable to drive, whose mobility is
limited, and in areas wherpublic transportation is poor.5%
households have no car or van, 26.2% of all households in
Coxhoglcompared to Durham (31.4%) and the Region (35.6%)

In terms of a&cess to edaation, training and employmentmn
households are more than 8km from job centres, no

households are morghan 8km from secondary schools and no
households are more than 8km from a principal GP site.

What are general housing conditianlike?

Nationally, rural housing is more likely to be in ragcent

condition than housing in urban areas. Across England, the
LISNODSy Gl 3S 27 K2 REOEFMURK2(YS@RQ
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http://parishes.durham.gov.uk/Picture Gallery/P1070465a.jpg

in rural areas, compared with 28% in urban ar@dsere is no puldhed data on the number of nesecent

homes in Coxhoe. Data on those households lacking central heating and overcrowded households can give an
indication of where housing conditions may play a role in exclusion. There are also links with fuel povesty issu
¢people in households lacking central heating are more likely to experience fuel pdertgs Coxho&5
households lack central héing (1.9% of all households). This compares to 2.6% across Durham and 3.9% acros
the Region.

60 households are ovammwded (3.4%)Again, this compares favourably to 4.1 % across Durham and 5.1 %
across the region.

Coxhoe Drurbeam Morth East

M % M k) N %
Al howseholds 1,730 207,435 1.066. 250
Oresrcrowded [} 34 3440 41 E4.61E 5.1
howsaholds
Houssholds ladtng 35 1.8 5,466 26 41,540 s
aeﬂm]heﬂinﬂ
Coundl Tax band A 1,085 5.7 142,360 516 667 416 564

Bt VIO& 2002, Consis 2001

What type of houses do people live in?

Social housing levels are lower in Coxhoe than across Durham, with 405 households renting from the Local
Authority or Registered Social Landlords (23.4% of all househ@ds)ss Coxho490 householdsive in

detached accommodation which28.2% of alhouseholds (compared with 17.8% of households across
Durham). 825 households live semidetached accommodation @&7.7% of all households (compared with
38.3% of households across Durha®d0 households live in terraced accommodation, 25.4% of alldimids
(compared with 42.8% of households across Durham).

So what does this megh

It is clear that in many respects people who live in the Parish would appear on average to be better off than
people across Durham and the Region, although in many respects not significantly. However the 2007 Index ¢
Deprivation (ID2007) compares how dimed areas of a similar sized population stand in relation to each other.
¢tKS LYRSE A& o0lFaSR 2y o6KFG INB OFffSR W{ dzLJSNJ h dzi L.
The Index ranks all these. In the area of the East Durham RARalhe areas around Coxhoe, Kelloe,
QuarringtonHill and Trimdorare identified in the top 10%20% deprived areas in the country, with particularly
high levels of deprivation in employment, health and education.



4 The Planning Context

The status 6the Parish Plarand National Planning Policy Framework
The planning framework in the country is in the state of change as the new government has different ideas
about how the planning systeshould operate The system will change in the life of the BarfPlanand this will

need a change in the lawhis change is likely to result in a less regulation but where local communities
potentially have a bigger say in what happens where. The Government want the planning system to be less
burdensome to develoddB YR I NB GFf1Ay3 o62dzi GKSANI 0oSAy3d Wi
developmenQThey are also talking aboit2 O f O2YYdzyAGAS& LINRPRdAzOAYy 3 GKSA
choosing, for example, what sort of housing should go where. However, such plans would still need to meet
Government Guidelines and they would be subject to
significant challenge before theyuld be adopted. It is not
therefore necessarily good news for Coxhoe and Quarrington
Hill.

CKA& tFENRAK tfly Aa yz2i édz()l.“
contextthe new planning legislation because it is not solely a ¥\
planning documentAt the current time Durham County

Council is the Local Planning Authority. It develops the main
planning framework for the County (the Local Development
Framework or LDF). The County Council is also the authority

that determines planning applications tiaky account of a

NI yasS 2F WYFOGSNRFE LI IFYyyAy3a O2yaARSNI GAZ2YyaQd bSAG
Parish Councihor any of the Community Partnerships, have any planning powers. The Parish Council is a
statutory consultee and the County Council must therefore consult the Pamighanning applications. The

Parish Council, who come to their own view on proposals, present views on appkdatitime benefit of the

whole Parish. Theris no particulaweight given to the Parish @o/ O A t &vhe@ apfligafichs are considered.
TISAN) GASgas tA1S GK2asS 2F YSYOSNAR 2F GKS Lzt Aoz
authority may balance against all others.

LJ |

The Parish Plan will haligtle statutory weight in determininglanning applicationbecatse it isnot, and will

not be,a statutory plan in the overall planning systdrdowever, in developing the plan, its policies and

proposals the Parish Council has taken into account new national planning policy guidance set out in the
National Planning Policy Fragwork (March 2012) and its presumption in favour of sustainable development.

The thrust of this plans vision and policies is to secure a sustainable Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill and it is
considered that this Plan therefore accords witle main thrustofy/ I G A 2 y I £ 3 dzA Ralug'tOtfed ¢ K S
community is principally in focussing on how Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill may improve in the future. It shapes
the priorities and focus of the work of the Parish Council. It could also have a positive impagiortisgp

funding applications by the community partnerships as it has been developed as a result of engagement with th
community. Its value in strictly planning terms is that it will assist the Parish Council in making representations
the County Councih the future either in respect of the Local Development Framework or individual planning
applications. It will also be valuable in terms of lobbing or working with partners to effect change.

ThePlanning Framework in County Durham

TheSustainable Community Strated$CS)

The strategic document for driving all public service delivery in the County is the Sustainable Community
Strategy It was produced in 2010 by the County Durham Partnerdiip. Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS)
isthe overarching plan for County Durham. It taleesount of all other local and subgional planslt will

inform the CountyCouncil Local Development Framework (the Colinitham Plahand allother strategies
developed for the aredAll local authoritis have a duty to work withartners to produce a Sustainable



CommunityStrategy to show how they will work together tmprove the economic, social and environmental
wellbeing of the arealThe £Ssetsout our shared londerm visionfor County Durham andmbitions for the
area.lt contributesto the delivery of national ancegional priorities and targets, as well as to fimeorities that
partners and communities beliexage important to County Durham. It does mmbvide a comprehensive list of
everythirg happening to improve the County. Instead it sets the key priorities for change over the next 20
years and how we plan to deliver theifhese priorities are:

1 Altogether Wealthier-focused on creating a vibrant economy and putting regenerationesaehomic
development at the heart of the SCS.

1 Altogether Better for Children & Young Peoplenabling children and young people to develop and achieve
their aspirations, and to maximise their potential in line with Every Child Matters.

1 Altogether Healther - improving health and wellbeing.
9 Altogether Safer creating a safer and more socially cohesive county.

 Altogether GreenerSy adzNAy 3 |y | GGONY OGAGS YR Wi AGBSIof SQ f
global environmental challenges.

County Durham Plan (Local Development Framework)

As indicated above the Local Development Framework is the strategic planning document for the County. It is
known as the County Durham Plan and is currently being developdte County Council. In a nutghine

County Durham Plan is a document which will set out strategic planning policies to guide where development i
located and to plan for change in County Durham over the next 20 years. The Document has been subject to
AAIAYATFAOLI Yy WPD20/addd201id. [The Paigh@ouRalzvk tgkan an active role in these
consutations and made detailed representations on behal€okhoe and Quarrington Hill. Full details of
responses can be found on the Parish council website. The consultations havepliearo a number of

different supporting documents and it is important to establish the relevance of those to the Parish Plan here.

TheCounty Durham Settlement Studgssesses the extent to which all 26&tlements in the County are
accessible to aange of services and facilities suchsakools, employment or shopping. It therefore gives an
indication of this one aspedf the sustainability of each settlemenh terms of Coxhoe the Settlement Study
establishes the village as a second tier or selewy settlement. This is a settlement where there are a good
range of services and might expect further development. Quarrington Hill has been identified as a fifth tier
settlement, or small village, which has a limited range of facilities and couldkpetesignificant development.

The County DurharBtrategic Housing Land Availability AssessmEiHLAA) s a document which aims to
identify what housing is suitable for housing, or could be suitable for housing, over a 15 year perisde3he
consideredn October 2@1 inthe Strategic Housing Land Assessment sfthpotential suitable housing for
over 460 houses (including Parkhill and the currentsitder development at Coxhoe Industrial Estate). It also
shows a further potential for over 730 housésc{uding Quarrington Hill)

A consultation on the County Durham Plaare Strategy PolicRirectionsConsultations Papewas undertaken
across the County between May and July 20tl4ought opinions, amongst other things where housing
development oughto be located within the next 20 year3heConsultation Paper propodéghe allocation of

some 450 houses within Coxhoe over the next twenty years. This figlye2ii Ay Of dzZRS WgA Y RT |
than 0.4 hectares so thtal new houses proposed toe built in Coxhoe in the next 20 years could well exceed
that figure. The document suggests thatallioKk SaS K2 dzaSa gAff 0SS 2y K2dzaSa
suitable for housing development in the current Strategic Housing Raadability Assssment (SHLAA).

As indicated abov€oxhoe Parish Counhis been consulted on a number of occasions andrede cleaits
views on each of thpotential sites.In terms of Quarrington Hill the housing issue is about ensuring that there
is sufficient ew housing investment to sustain the vitality and viability of the villétgeas consistently
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expressed this view during consultatiofsoma Coxhoevillageperspectivethe issues are more complekhe

key implication of the Policy Directions ConsutintPapemwasthe effect of the proposediousing Strategies on
Coxhoe. As a secondary settlement Coxhoe can expect to have its share of housing development and in many
respects this will have positive impacts on sustaining our communithes Parish Couridelt that there are
Sy2dzZaAK WIANBSYyQ araiasSa gAGKAY (GKS {1 [ ! !the@aishiCauar? hay 2 R
repeatedlymade clear its views about the lack of a social infrastructure and the need to improve this before any
further significant new housing development is provided. The Policy Directions Consultation Paper does
acknowledge for Centr&urham that infrastructure proposals are required in this part of the County. However,

it does not specifically relate this to Coxhoe atndoes not identify what such infrastructure improvements are
necessary. In addition it suggests that these improvements coufddzie through things such as the

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) but this is not advanced in the county and phasingassiieEhe

previous consultatiomesponsea of Coxhoe Parish Council hagflectedits concerns around these issues.

East Durham Rural Area Action Partnership

¢KSNBE FNB ! OGA2Yy | NEBihg the winhié g 81:&lEoknky L Taey belpdelive) ebviced and
AAGS Iy 2LIRNIdzyAdGe F2NI €20t LIS2LXS G2 6S Sy3al 3s
Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill are located in the East Durham Rural AAP. The priorities of the AAP, and relevan
to the Paish Pan, are

1 Support for community spirit and aspirations;
9 Activities for children and young people; and
1 Employment and job prospects.

Drawing Priorities together
It is clear that there are strong links between existing and developing Strategiocaigbriorities

Strategic and Local Priority Links
Altogether
Better Durham
Sustainable
Community Altogether
Strategy Wealthier
Priorities
Support for voluntary and community sector, community spirit and
AAP aspirations
Priorities r— :
mploymen
2012/13 and }Ob Activitios for childdren and young people
prospects
Parish Plan Salaty
Priorities Shopping Highweays

‘ and Trathic

Community Facilities

Public Services Communications
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The Parish Plan Methodology

As indicated earlieit was not considered to necessary to reinvent the wheel in terms of developing the Parish
Plan. The chosen methodology is shaawd describedbelow.

-

Project Plan

Produced
i J
-
Quarrington Hill Coxhoe Engagement with
Engagement Engagement Even young people through
Event youth room

HouseholdQuestionnaire
and analysis

J
)
=

Parish Council develop Medium Term Financial Plan to suppor
fundingto deliver plan and agree Draft Plan for Consultation

|

Parish Plan 2 Adopted by
Parish Council
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A Steering Groupvas formed at the end of 2010 comprising of members of the Parish Council, Coxhoe
Community Partnership and Quangton Hill Village Partnehip. Durham Rural Community Council, East
Durham Rural Corridor AARpxhoe Village Hall and Quarrington Hill Community Association were also
invited to take part The Group agreedm@oject planat their first meeting in Jarary 2011.

To assist in the launchlaunch dcumentwas prepared and
sent out in the December 2010 Coxhoe Chronicle and
Quarrington Hill News. The Steering Group agreed the way
forward and the Parish Plan methodology. Arrangements
were then made for thdirst Community Engagement events.

Two initialcommunity engagement eventsook place, one in
Quarrington Hill Community Centre a8 February 2011
and the second in Coxhoe Village Hall ofi Warch 2011 The
events were publicised by a leaflet delivered to all households

in the run up to the events. Posters were also placed in

strategic locations around the villages. The Parish Council also held a meeting with Bosinests in

Coxhoe The Quarrington H event was attended by over 20 people. The event sought to celebrate the
successes of Pah Plan 1 then established issues, solutiand priorities from those taking parThe three

main priorities in Quarrington Hill were found to be public servitgsure and traffic calming. The Coxhoe
event was attended by over 70 people and addressed similar issues. The three main Coxhoe priorities were
young people, traffic and the environment.

The results of the events were discussed between a meeting efiBgeGroup members and those who had
volunteered at the events to assist the procesfiolisehold questionnairdhad been produced to facilitate

that meeting and a final questionnaire was subsequently agrébd.Planning Department at Durham

County Countprovided advice on the questions to be asked from a housing and planning point ofrtiew.
was issued to all households in early June and residents had until early July to complete and submit them.
Questionnaires were also able to be submittedlime directly to Durham Rural Community Council who
collated and analysed responses. Results were made available to the Steering Group in September 2011.
Young people from the Youth Room played a significant role in the Coxhoe Community Engagement event,
participation in discussions and providing their own exhibition material. Their involvement assisted the
design of the household questionnaire.

From the results the Steering Group worked with volunteers to develop the plan and its action plans which
are now conprised in this documentt KS t F NAaK [/ 2dzy OAf Qa FAYylFyOS [/ 2Y
Term Financial Planning exercise to support funding of thepiaposals. Th&arish Council considered
approving the Plan for Draft Plan for Consolation at its rimgedn 4" April 2012. A ~ week consultation

period will subsequently commence@nce consultation responses have been collated and analysed the

Plan will be reviewed before being formally adopted by Coxhoe Parish Council.

The process has been slower thalanned largely because Steering Group members and other volunteers

were called upon to successfully save Coxhoe Leisure Centre from closure. This took a significant amount o
community resources and the delays in producing the plan have been considenedygustified.
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5 Parish Plan Issues and Priorities

Introduction

The initial community engagement events showed that while general issues wesartieinboth villages there
were different scales of effect and different priorities for addressing them. This section of the plan looks at the
results of the household questionnaire which has been used to develop the action plans which are aetl out
summarisel in the next sectionA 16% response rate to the household questionnaire was received from people
in Coxhoe and a 26fésponse rate was received from Quarrington Hill.

Household Questionnaire Results

The initial community engagement everndgentified the following key issue around which the questionnaire was
designed;

Sport, Leisureand Culture
Community Facilities
Young peopl@ activities
Traffic andHighways
Shopping

Public Services
Community Safety
Healthand Social Care
Housing

Employment
Communications
Environment

The headline results of the survey under these headings are set out below.

Sport Leisure and Culture

94% of people in Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill wanted the Leisure Centre to ¢
open. On average most (85%) of people fledt Parish Council out to support the_
Leisure Centreincluding a slightly higher percentage form Quarrington Hill.
49% of people in Quarrington Hill felt that there were inadequate facilities for
young people compared with only 19% in Coxhoe.

69% felt tlere were inadequate facilities for young people in Quarrington Hill
compared to only 24% in Coxhoe

61% felt there were inadequate facilities for adults in Quarrington Hill compared to 17% in Coxhoe

65% of people in Coxhoe thought there were adequate chenfzicilities compared to only 43% in Quarrington
Hill

75% of people in Coxhoe felt there was no need for other activities in the village or that they were prepared to
volunteer to organise, compared to 70% in Quarrington Hill

60% of people in Quarringtddill felt more allotments were needed compared to 59% in Coxhoe
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17% of people in Coxh@swering this question positivelyanted an allotment compareth 16% in
Quarrington Hill

Key implications for Parish Plan

It is clear that there are significanumbers of people in the Parish who feel that they want the Leisure ce|
to remain open and think that the Parish Council support this. More people in Quarrington Hill feel that
is a lack of facilities in their village than those in Coxhoe. Thexedasonable demand for new allotments i
both villages. In terms of improvements to facilities in Coxhoe many suggestions were made including
group activities, a leisure centre which is run better, gym facilities in the village hall, meetindgolgoeng
people tennis courts, cycle paths, focus groups such as first aid or cycling, and even a new swimming
Quarrington Hill sought similar improvements, had a strong focus on youth clubs and after school activ
and some suggested more plpgirks.

Community Facilities

95% in Coxhoe considered that the Village Halukhbe retained and
improved. % of people in Quarrington Hill wanted ti®@mmunity
Centre to be retained and improved.

50% of people in Coxhoe felt that there wergequate facilitis at the
Village Hall whereas %0 of Quarrington Hill people felt that the
Community Centre had sufficient activities

26% of people in Quarrington Hill said they would volunteer to run
activities compared to 22% in Coxhoe "-,. 3

93% in Quarringpn Hill thought access to the Community Centre was acceptable whereas only 86% felt that of
the Village Hall

66% of people in Coxhoe felt that cyber cafe facilities be provided compared to 34% in Quarrington Hill

76% of people in Quarrington Hill felt teeought to be an annual fun day/carnival compared to only 70% in
Coxhoe

87% of people in Quarrington Hill wanted an annual fireworks display compared to only 62% in Coxhoe

35% of people in Quarringtddill and Coxhoe would be prepared to help arrangeeiork display

66% Of people in Coxhoe and 64% in Quarrington Hill support a cyber cafe

Key implications for Parish Plan

There is strong support in both villages to keep the three key commbuitglings (Coxhoe Sports Centre,
Coxhoe Village Hall andu@ington Hill Community Centrepen and improve them. There is a significant
amount of people in both villages who feel that they would volunteer to help run activities and there is a
general view that more activities are required. There is strong suppdth villages for annual events such
as fun days and fireworks display. People in Coxhoe feel that there the Village Hall is in need of a reva
needs a plethora of new events such as table top sales, light exercise , less focus on footballers ,
drama/dance/music groups etc., toilets open to the public and that it could do with disabled access
improvements including access to first floor and more disabled parking. Quarrington Hill respondents sy
a range of improvements including redecoratiimn the Community centre, more after school activities, a pq
table and there is a suggestion of amalgamating the Resource centre activity. There is a good level sup
a cyber cafe.
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Young Peoples Activities
65% of people in Coxhdelt there were adequate facilities forB0 year olds compared to only 25% in
Quarrington Hill

44% of people in Coxhoe felt that there were adequate facilities fet9year olds
compared to only 13% in Quarrington Hill

90% in Quarrington Hill felt thalhe County/Parish should provide more funding for young
people compared to only 76% in Coxhoe

94% of people in Quarrington Hill felt there ought to be a youth council compared to only
84% in Coxhoe

11% of people in Quarrington Hill and 9% of people imGexvere prepared to help

Key implications for Parish Plan

A very high percentage of people in Quarrington Hill that feel that there is a need for more facilities for
children and young people in their village. A significant amount of people in Hiathes feel that the County
and Parish Councils ought to invest more in supporting youth activities. There is strong support for a yot
council and there is a small number of people in both villages who would be prepared to help. Both villa
make a rang of suggestions about activity improvements largely centred around organised groups leisut
sports and educational activities

Traffic and highways

87% of people in Quarrington Hill had problems with speeding traffic compar
to 67% in Coxhoe

35%o0f people in Quarrington Hill have problems with parking compared to 5¢
in Coxhoe
70% of people in Quarrington Hill have problems with danger spots compare
to 56% in Coxhoe :
50% of people in Coxhoe have problems with the volume of traffic compared
49% in Quarrington Hill
33% of people have problems with traffic noise in Quarrington Hill compared
32% in Coxhoe

46% have problems with school trafficQuarrington Hill compared to only 319
in Coxhoe

100% in Quarrington Hill feel there is a need tametschool crossings compared with 82% in Coxhoe
73% of people in Coxhoe supported the joining of theo@@nd village hall car parks compared to 45% in
Quarrington Hill

18% of people in Coxhoe did not support the joining of the car parks compared t@%rity Quarrington Hill

74% of people in Coxhoe and 67% in Quarrington Hill supported parking restrictions in Front Street Coxhoe

On average 51% supported a one hour restriction while 40% preferred a two hour restriction

Key implications for Parish Plan

There arevery high percentages of people in Quarrington Hill and Coxhoe who feel that they have significant
highway issues. In Coxhoe there are issues of traffic and parking almost everywhere including in the Front S
Petterson Dale, The Avenue a@drnforth Lane and problems with double parking including adjacent to traffic
calming measures. There is also a number of concerns expressed about lorries still travelling through Coxhg
road traffic noise from the Al. Quarrington Hill respondents@mecerned about speeding traffic right through th
village, lack of parking including around Belle Vue and parking in the centre of the village being a hazard. THh
significant support for the retention of school crossing facilities. There is signiifopport for the joining of the
Coop and Village Hall car parks, particularly for those living in Coxhoe. There is a good level of support for
time restrictions on Coxhoe Front Street and while there are different views on stay, most suggesbatwo
hotir limit.
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Shopping
65% of people from Quarrington Hill felt there was a need for new
businesses compared to 51% in Coxhoe

Key implications for Parish Plan

Most people in Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill feel there is a need
new shops. Respondents have a range of ideas about what is
needed and include, quality restaurants and pubs, banks, shoes
fashion, electrics/white goods, a cheaper supermarket, charity
shop, freezer shop, and crafts or specialist shops. Quarrington
would largely like some shops

Public Services

73% of people in Quarrington Hill supported additional parking at the nature
reserve compared with only 35% of people in Coxhoe

54% of people in Coxhoe did not know whether to support such parkingtor
89% of people in Quarrington Hill thought the Parish Council should supply
Bins compared to 76% in Coxhoe

35% of people in Quarrington Hill use the bus daily compared with only 149
Coxhoe

47% of people in Coxhoe use the bus occasionally cadgam only 40% in
Quarrington Hill

79% of people in Coxhoe are satisfied with bus travel times compared to onfy
23% in Quarrington Hill

78% of people in Coxhoe are satisfied with bus frequency compared to only 15% in Quarrington Hill

67% of people in Corle are satisfied with bus reliability compared to only 18% in Quarrington Hill

62% of people in Coxhoe are satisfied with bus routes available compared to only 22% in Quarrington Hill

Key implications for Parish Plan

There is good support for additionadrking at the nature reserve from Quarrington Hill. although. There i
strong support for grit bins throughout the villages and this is not restricted to any particular hot spots.
Quarrington Hill residents use the bus much more often than Coxhoe paaglare much less satisfied abo
bus services overall.

Community Safety

86% of people in Quarrington Hill felt there was more need for community
policing compared to 84% in Coxhoe ; &',"
72% of people in Coxhoe felt there was a need for CCTV comijoanet; 60%

in Quarrington Hill

] L W
37% of people in Coxhoe felt there was a need for improved street lighting 51 rect ""'"" I:"'

Brodior Fe P ool o

compared to 25% in Quarrington Hill
82% of people in Coxhoe that there was a need to report crime for it to be
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counted compared to only 69% in Quagton Hill
36% of people in Quarrington Hill had experienced problems reporting crime through the police system

compared to only 24% in Coxhoe

Key implications for Parish Plan

There is strong support for more community policing in both villages. P@oglexhoe feel that there is morg
need for CCTV than those in Quarrington Hill although there is good support for this in both villages. Th
low support for improved street lighting in some areas of both villages. A significant amount of people a
aware about the need to report crime and there are significant numbers of people who feel they had

problems reporting it.

Health and Social Care [ ‘
94% of people in Coxhoe were satisfied with chiropody sencdogpared ‘ - '
to only 33% in Quarrington Hill

92% of people in Coxhoe were satisfied with the nurse service compari
to 60 % in Quarrington Hill

90% of people in Coxhoe were satisfied with kealth visitor service
compared to 36% in Quarrington Hill

90% of people in Coxhoe were satisfied with phivate dentist
compared to only 28% in Quarrington Hill .
yT: 2F LIS2LX S Ay [/ 2EK2S 6SNB alGAaFASR sAlK
80% of people in Coxhoe were satisfied with the NHS dentist compared to only 88f%rimngton Hill

z

I KS

80% of people in Quarrington Hill and 76% in Coxhoe felt that there ought to be more support for the elderly
82% of people in Quarrington Hill support a new surgery on Coxhoe Village Green compared to 70% in Coxhoe

21% of people in Coxhand31% of people in QuarringtoHill support a luncheonlub in the village

Key implications for Parish Plan
People in Coxhoe show significantly high satisfaction for most healthcare providers. Quarrington Hill arg
less satisfied. A significantn@unt of people in both villages feel that more support needs to be given to tf
elderly. There is strong support for a new surgery on the village green from people in Quarrington Hill a
good support in Coxhoe. Where people did not support the new syrp@se in Quarrington Hill expressed
the opinion that it should be in Quarrington Hill or should remain where it is. Those in Coxhoe suggeste
range of sites, including the Village Hall, the former timber merchants on Front Street , on the Village C
AAGSE 21LJ1aAasS [FAy3asz DFriGdSyoeQasz [2y3 w2g | yH
in either village.

Housing
53% of people in Coxhoe feel there should be more houses for first timej

buyers compared to 47% @uarrington Hill
52% of people in Coxhoe felt that there should be new housing for the

elderly compared with 49% in Quarrington Hill

families compared to 32% in Coxhoe




32% of peoplen Quarrington Hill felt there should be new social housing compared to 26% in Coxhoe

16%o0f peoplein Coxhoe did not feel there was a need for any new housing compared to 11% in Quarrington Hil
68% of people in Coxhoe felt there was a need for eldetpmmodation compared with 52% Quarrington

Hill

73% of people in Quarrington Hill felt there was a need for new houses compared to 49% in Coxhoe

68% of people in Coxhoe felt that there was a needhw flats compared to only 15k Quarrington Hill

30% of people in Coxhoe that no new houses was more apiattepin scale compared with 19% Quarrington

Hill

45% of people in Quarrington Hill fek2D units were more appropriate scale for new houses compared to 16%
in Coxhoe

26% of people in QuarringtoHill felt 2250 units were more appropriate scale for new houses compared to 18%
in Coxhoe

16% of people in Coxhoe felt-BD0 units were more appropriate scale for new houses compared to 6% in
Quarrington Hill

9% of people in Coxhoe felt 0800 unitswere more appropriate scale for new houses compared to 3% in
Quarrington Hill

19% of people in Coxhoe felt 200+ units were more appropriate scale for new houses compared to 1% in
Quarrington Hill

58% of people in Coxhoe felt that that new housing shoeldbilt on previously developed land compared to
53% in Quarrington Hill

61% of people in Quarrington Hill felt houses should be built on greenfield sites compared to 58% in Coxhoe
23% of people in Quarrington Hill felt houses ought to be built on exigtegn spaces in the village compared

to only 10% in Coxhoe

75% of people in Coxhoe felt that new infrastructure ought to be built before new dwellings compared to 65% in
Quarrington Hill

97% of people in Quarrington Hill felt there was a need for a remmrsdary school compared to 79% in Coxhoe
92% of people in both villages thought a new nursery school was necessary

100% of people in Quarrington Hill felt thatihhome was adequate for their current needs compared to 95%
in Coxhoe

100% of people in urington Hillfelt that theirhome was adequate for their five year needs compared to 87%
in Coxhoe

100% of people in Quarrington Helt that theirhome was adequate for their ten yeareeds compared to 89%

in Coxhoe

67% of people in Coxhoe would lofmk a bungalow compared to 50% in Quarrington Hill

42% of people in Coxhoe would look for an owner occupied property compared to 19% in Quarritigton Hi
47% of people in Coxhoe would be looking for a two bedroom house compared to only 27% in Qurakitg

57% of people in Quarrington Hill would be looking for a three bedroom house comfmacedy 32% in Coxhoe

16% of people in Coxhoe would be looking for a four bedroom house compared to onig QLArrington Hill
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Key implications for Parts Plan

Most people in Coxhoe feel that if housing is to be developed in their village that it should be for first tif
buyers and the elderly. Most people in Quarrington Hill feel that in their village there is a bigger need fq
family housing and sociaémted housing. More people in Quarrington Hill feel that houses ought to be b
and more people in Coxhoe felt there was a greater need for flats. In terms of scale there was a quite
opinion on the scale of new development in the villages. Im&eof Coxhoe a third of people felt there
should be no new housing while nearly a further third felt that the village needed over 100 units and ne
fifth felt that there should be over 200. In Quarrington Hill nearly a third felt that no houses tuglilt
whilst a significant percentage felt that up to 50 houses ought to be built. However, there was much leg
support for development on existing green sites within both villages particularly in Coxhoe. Most peop
their housing was suitable faheir current needs in both villages and all respondents in Quarrington Hill
it was suitable for the next five to ten years. Those who would be looking for accommodation in Quarri
Hill were looking for a two or three bedroom house which wasaweher occupied. Those looking for
accommodation in Coxhoe were largely looking for two or three bed accommodation which was owner
occupied. There was good support for housing to be developed only following infrastructure provision
strong support for a n& comprehensive school and stronger support for a new nursery school. Other
infrastructure improvements suggested were health facilities, a new primary school, the traffic network
transport and shopping.

Employment
58% of people iQuarrington Hill thought there was a need for new industrial lang
compared with 52% in Coxhoe

99% of people in Quarrington Hill felt there needed to be new job opportunities
compared with 87% in Coxhoe

70% of people in Quarrington Hill felt the new Linlevelopment was best kept for
industrial land compared to 54% in Coxhoe

94% of people in Quarrington Hill supported thdustrial development at Durham
Green compared to 89% in Coxhoe

100% of people in Quarrington Hill felt jobs at Durham Green ought fidled
locally compared to 96% in Coxhoe

95% of people in Quarrington Hill felt there should be better access to training
compared to 91% in Coxhoe

Key implications for Parish Plan

More people in Quarrington Hill feel that there is a need for newgtdal land than neighbours in Coxhoe
More people in Quarrington Hill feel that the additional land at the Limes development ought to be kep
industrial land. There is strong support for new job opportunities and increased opportunities for trainif
There is very strong support for the development at Durham Green and whole there is very strong suq
from jobs there to be allocated locally.

20



Conmunications

89% of people in Coxhoe felt that community websites were good or
adequatecompared to 72% in Quarrington Hill

93% of people from Coxhoe thought community newsletters were

good or adequate compared to only 65% in Quarrington Hill - -i: = :‘ : =
79% of people in Corle felt community noticeboards were good or EIE] e B : |
adequate compared t67% in Quarrintgpn Hill |
88% of people in Quarrington Hill did not receive the Durham _
Advertiser compared to 29% in Coxhoe

DrE: 2F LIS2LA S Ay vdd NNAy3IdG2y | 0

receive the Durham Advertiser compared with 76% in Coxhoe

Key implications fo Parish Plan

Most people inCoxhoe and Quarrington Hill feel the websites are good or satisfactory although many dg
seem to know that they exist. More people in Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill feel that the community
newsletters and noticeboards are goodsatisfactory. There are a significant number of people in both
villages who do not receive the Durham Advertiser, particularly Quarrington Hill and most who do not re
it would like to receive it. Suggestions for improvements in Coxhoe inclutkr peblicity for the web site,
more noticeboards including in north and south of the village, userais, less dependence on the
historical society, parish Councillors showing a presence, use of local radio, a monthly newsletter and n
lists . InQuarrington Hill there was a focus on better newsletters and notice boards and getting more
information throuagh the post.

Environment
70% of people in Quarrington Hill are satisfied with the appearanceﬂi‘? ﬁ A

of their village compared with 68% @oxhoe
98% of people have problems with animal fouling in Quarrington H__
compared to 87% in Coxhoe

95% of people have problems wititter in Quarrington Hill
compared to 8%6 in Coxhoe

87% of people have problems witirass cuttingn Quarrington Hill
compared t044% in Coxhoe

67% of people have problems with graffiti in Quarrington Hill
compared to 36% in Coxhoe

89% of people have problems with vandalism in Quarrington Hill compared to 63% in Coxhoe

93% of people have problems with motorbikes in Quatam Hill compared to 57% in Coxhoe

79% of people in Quarrington Hill would support a Garden of Remembrance compared to 74% in Coxhoe
56% of people in Quarrington Hill have problem with the tip or céoy facilities compared to 26 Coxhoe

w

90% of peom in Coxhoe support the retention and improvement of the Coxhoe village greens compared to only

60% in Quarrington Hill

77% of people in Coxhoe are satisfied with the design of recent developments in the village compared to 49% ir

Quarrington Hill
18% of ople in Quarrington Hill are not satisfied with the design of recent developments in the village
compared to 11% in Coxhoe
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65% of people in Coxhoe consider that there are specific buildings in the village that require improving compare
to 50% in Quarringn Hill

21% of people in Coxhoe are very satisfied with the village compared with only 9% in Quarrington Hill

74% of people in Coxhoe are satisfied with the village compared with only 66 % in Quarrington Hill

25% of people in Quarrington Hill adessatisfied with their village compared to only 5% in Coxhoe

91% of people in Coxhoe feel it easy to travel to or access their daily needs compared to only 38% in Quarringt
Hill

Key implications for Parish Plan

Most peopleare satisfied with the apgarance of theivillage AlImost everyone in both villages report a
problem with dog foulingHowever there are significantly higher percentages of people in Quarrington Hill
than Coxhoe that experience environmental problems such as litter, gragsgeuftaffiti, vandalism and
motorbikes. Almost everyone in Quarrington Hill experience problems with motor bikes. Animal fouling al
litter are the biggest issues overall. More people have problems with the fly tip or recycling facilities in
QuarringtonHill than Coxhoe. Most concerns are about smell, flies, rats and dust but there are operational
issues around the recycling facility such as charges, standards and nowhere for cans. There is good supj
Garden of Remembrance. There is strong suppo@oxhoe for the retention and improvement of the village
greens, with good support for the same in Quarrington Hill. There is good overall satisfaction for the desig
recent developments in the villages and a significant amount of respondents irviiaties considered there td
be scope to improve a range of key building in the villages. A significant majority of respondents were eitl
satisfied or very satisfied with their villages overall in both settlements although the better satisfactiontivag
Coxhoe. Nearly a fifth of respondents in Quarrington Hill were not satisfied with their village. Most people
Coxhoe feel it is easy for them to travel to meet their daily needs whereas well under a half of Quarringtol
respondents felt the same.

In terms of potential improvements suggested for Coxhoe these included increased parking on main streeq
better environmental services, improved buildings, more bins, improved paving at shops, better signage,
focus on top and bottom of village, impred shop frontages, reducing through traffic, comprehensive review
footpaths, improvements to planting and more environmental enforcement. In Quarrington Hill ideas inclu
more flowers and planting, improving the Old Chapel, develop vacant land ainthinghedges and paths.

Ly /2EK2S GKS 188 o6dAtRAY3IE ARSYGAFTASR F2NJ A YL
surroundings , the former Cgpp, stables near the Kicking Cuddy, the Avenue Cinema, Long Row and We¢g
Parade. In Quarrington Hilespondents felt the focus of attention should be on the Old Chapel, the church
Ffft2GdYSyda FyR GKS OKdz2NOKeél NR AGaStT FyR ¢KS 2 3

The results of the full survey are available on the Parish Council communélysite Parish Plan Pages

www .coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk
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6 CoxhoeParish Plan Proposals and Action Plans

Introduction

The household survey showed some marked differences in the views and aspiratibegpebple living and
working in the villages of Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill. It is felt important that, consistent with the approach
adopted in the last Parish Plan, there ought to be separate proposals and action plans for each village. This
section ofthe plan concentrates on CoxhoEhe action Plan for Coxhoe is attached in Annex 2

The household questionnaire was designed around the 12 key issues identified in the previous section. This
sectionsets out key priorities identified by the results of tpgestionnaire. It theraddresse®ach issue in turn

by considering the issues, setting out a response and identifying appropriate policy or actions where necessary
and achievable. In doing so it addresses the key risks and opportunities.

Key priorities
The community engagement events held early in 2@hd results of the household survey showed different
priorities for Coxhoe as follows:

Engagement Events top 5 priorities: Household Surveyop 5 priorities:
. 2dzy3 t S2L) SQa | § Community Safety

Traffic Sport, Leisure and Culture,
Environment Traffic and Highways
Community Safety Health and Soial Care

Housing Employment

Theproposals and action plans take into accoth@ outcomes of both the engagement events and the
householdsurvey

Sport, Leisure and Culture

The Issues

The future of the Leisure Centre

In March 2011 Durham County Council announced that they were considering the closure of Coxhoe Leisure
Centre and said it would only stay open if they received a viable bid to sustain its ltitues. clear from the
community engagement event in Marchdathe household survey that people in Coxhoe wanted the Leisure
Centre to remain operd4% of people indicated that they wished this and a further 82% felt that the Parish
Council supported it. The community and the Parish Council had to make some inantisisions to achieve

this and sustain a significant facility within our village. This could not wait the outcome of the plan otherwise the
Leisure Centre would have closed. This would have been a disaster for the community and adjacent villages. A
groupof local people got together as a sub group to the Coxhoe Community Partnership and established
themselves as Future Leisure in Coxhoe (FLiC). Through a range of forms of support including financial support
from Coxhoe Parish Council, Coxhoe Communitin®aship and othersthey were able to secure the advice of
experts which led them to submit a business case to the County Council. In July the County Council accepted th
bid and one of the few business cases that were viable. FLiC continued to WotkeMCounty Council and in
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enterprise. The Leisure Centre was effectively saved from closure.

While this was a great opportunity for the commity to take over a
very important facility there are significant risks. In particular the
Directors of the new company have to ensure that the new business
improves and that attendance improvasd have to spend a significant
part of their own unpaid timeo do this The directors all have had to
take on increased personal and collective riEhis requires them to
meet their business plarcarry out their improvement planand make
the previous loss making facility into a profitable ofdis requires
financialinvestment in the first few yeard he Household Survey
response suggested that the Parish Council had a role yarpthis and in view of this thedfish Council has
0dzRISGSR FT2NI Ly FyydzZ £ O2yd NR O dzi A fvifies arnd Speit, liefs Be ayidS E i
culture have both been identified as community priorities and it is felt that the thrust of community and Parish
Council action and resources towards sustaining the Leisure Centre is fully justifiéarigeGuncil has o
budgeted for other Parish Plan contributions.

Facilities for children, young people and adults

The majority of people felt that there were satisfactory facilities available in Coxhoe for children, young people
and adults. However, nearly a quarteit they were inadequate for young people and nearly a fifth thought they
were inadequate for children. There is therefore scope for improvement. It is considered that the main hubs for
extra activities are at the Leisure Centre and the Village Hall.dlt 02y aA RSNBR (G KI G GKS t
commitment to supporting the former, and its engagement with the new company will assist the company in
improving the range and quality of facilities and activities at the Leisure Cdritigwill go somewlie to

meeting community aspiration for additional facilities.

The Village Hll is also a charitable trust and its future will be discussed in the Community facility part of this
section.As a potential facility for providing further opportunities for aities in the village its future is important.
The Parish Council have budgeted for allowing the Village Hall to make bids for a limited amount of funding to
deliver additional activities.

Activities for young people have been a priority of the East DurRarral Corridor Area Action Partnership (AAP)
for the last two years. At the AAP Forum meeting at the Village Hall in November this year it was agreed that thi
would be retained as a priority for 2012/2013. It is considered appropriate that comm@gtgsentatives on

the Board and Forum ought to make representations during the course of the next year, and in future years to
maximise the benefit of the implementation of this priority in the AAP to Coxhoe.

Changing facilities on playing fields

The magrity of people in Coxhoe did not feel that changing facilities on playing fields were inadequate. This is
not therefore considered to be a priorityThe principal public playing fields are located near the Leisure Centre.
The new company are considerirfgetquality of changing room provisi@amd it could be within their control to
ensure that if facilities are lacking they are improvieds proposed that the Parish Council works with the new
Leisure Centre company to establish adequate changing roonispwoy

Allotments
Over half of the people who responded to the Household Survey question on allotments felt there was a need fo
more. In addition 17% of these felt they might like ofis was not seen to be a significant priority in either the
initial engagement events or the Household Surv&le provision of allotments is a Parish Council function.
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Coxhoe Allotments Association. The Parishn€dmor any other community group have any plans for any
additional allotments and it is difficult to make the provision of allotments either viable or value for mtirisy.
considered that there are several options:

Option 1¢ Do nothing.This would rean retaining the stius quoand continuing to rent existing allotments to
Coxhoe Allotments Association for them to manafjeis option would not achieve the community aspiration to
increase allotments in the village

Option 2¢ Increase AllotmentsThis would involve the Parish Council seeking to purchase or rent additional land,
possible from the County Council to convert to allotments/andffer similar management rights to the Coxhoe
Allotment Associatiomr requesting the County Council to tlee same. While this would meet community
aspiration there are significant financial implications to either the Parish Council or County Council at a time of
funding restraint.

Option 3¢ Transfer Allotment land; Thiswould involve the transfer of the tal the Parish Council does own to
the Coxhoe Allotment Association and hand over to them all title to the land and allotment allocation Tigjists.
would not achieve community aspiration but could provide more autonomy to a local association while tneeing
the Parish Council to focus on higher priority work.

It is considered that in view of higher priorities in the plan and the financial implications and risks it considered
that unfortunately Option 1 is the most appropriate route to follomlesssignficant new financial resources are
secured.

Coxhoe Parish Council Policy - Sports, Leisure and Culture
It is proposed that the Parish Council will adopt the following policies;

Policy 1:
The Parish Counilill continue to provide both financial and human resource support to the new Leisure Gentre
Companywhere possible and within budgets, to help ensure that the new centre faoditgmes sustainable
with improved and additional facilities are pridled Dr children, young people and adults

Policy 2:
The Parish Counailill work with the new Leisure Centre company to help ensure that adequate changing foom
facilities are made available for playing fields within the village

Policy 3:
The Parish Couwil will only consider whether additional allotment gardens can be provided in the village should
potentialand accessiblunding become available

Sport, Leisure and Culture Action Plan highlights
The Coxhoe Action plan is provided in Anngktz keyactions proposed are as follows;

@ Form a group to develop a business case and negotiate transfer with County Council.
@ Support the development and submission of Business Case
@ Secure handover of Leisure centre
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Develop improvement proposals and implement

Paiish Council to provide financial support to Leisure Centre and financial incentives to Village Hall
Association to develop improved facilities

Explore options for youth engagement through Area Action Partnership (AAP) priorities

Parish Council works withé new Leisure Centt@ompanyto establish adequate changing room
provision.

Parish Council adopts a policy of only considering new allotments if and when new resources become
available

¢ ¢ ¢¢

Community Facilities

The Issues

The future of community buildingn the village¢ The Village Hall

There are a range of community buildings in the village and specifically the Village Hall, Landsdowne House and
NREogyQa /f2a8S /2YYdzyAde .dzy3alrft26d ¢KSaS I NBe dzy RSNJ

commonfeature of all is theifutures are not secure.

The Village Hall is effectively a true community facility and was gifted to the community last century. It is
operated by a Management Committee for the charitable trust. The Management committee haveadone
magnificent job in keeping the hall open and so far surviving the impact of the recession. They are an ageing
management committee who may need some help to sustain the future of this important community facility.
Some sources of funding are potentiallyder threat with both the County Council and Parish Council, for

example undersignificant fundingpressurein the years to come. They have been looking at ways to move
forward, including working with the Gap to improve the parking area. This is disadlater in this section.
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has been a centre for different dance groups. There are also less regular events such as events undertaken by t
Parish Council and County Council. The local History Group also uses the Villageadahallyor their

exhibitions.

The Village Hall has a range of different rooms available and has some important features including a refreshme
areaand stage. Coxde Community Partnership has helped with some improvements to the access to the

building and has also invested in the improvement of the Village Hall Memorial Garden. There is now reasonable
disabled access to the ground floor but no disabled access thrgtdloor.

There is clear support for the sustained future and improvenwérihis important community facility. 95% of

those who completed the household survey supported this. Lesser numbers felt that there were adequate
activities at the Village Hgl60%).In addition, activities for young people and sport, leisure and culture are seen
as key priorities for the communityVhole arrays of suggestions warede about what activities could be made
available, ranging from, arts and crafts to drama g®to a range of educational classes such as relationships.
Many people commented that the Village Hall should be given a completarmg and needed new ideas. Some
FSEG GKIFG AG O2dzZ R 0S dzzaSR Y2 NB T2 Nilding sdré-foiilsa K OSy
meetings. Others felt that it should be open more hours, particularly during the day when its toilet facilities could
be made available to the general public. There was some evidence in the household survey that some people m
be prepaed to volunteer to help out (22% offered their serviges
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There is no doubt that the Village Hillan important and well appreciated community facility. Its future is in

doubt. It is likely that in the timeframe of the Parish Plan the existing Management Committee may be looking fol
new management committee members to assist thienthe protection d this important building they have

worked so hard to sustain through difficult times. The village has had to rally round to save the Leisure Centre
and available resources within the villagey wellbe thinner now as a result. There are@upleof options that

may be available to address the future.

Option 1¢ Do nothing

This would leave the existing Management Committee to continue to move forward unassisted. While they have
shown they have continued to maintain the Village Hall they are an ageing gfqaeople who are going to find

it more difficult in the future to sustain their effort3hereisa possibility thatvithout help or new ideas the

facility could decline, and possibly be loBtthis happened the aspirations of the community would bet

achieved.

Option 2¢ Work with Management Team

This option would mean that discussions would be held with the Manage@emimittee andhe Parish Council
Coxhoe Community Partnershimd theManagement Committee and Trustees would work togetheddoelop a
business plan for improvement. It would mean encouragiegy

committee membersvho may be prepared to take on responsibilities for
helping to manag¢he facility and developt with a view tomakingthe

Hall viable and sustainabl8omething similahappened at the

Community Centre in Quarrington Hill and as a result there has been ar
emergence of this important facility led by a new invigorated
Management Committee. That facility is now better used and has more
activities taking place as a resulVhat is key is that theris help for the
existing management committee and that themee new volunteers

willing to take this on. They need to be prepared to take on the
responsibilities fohelping to manage the Village Hall amat personal

time and dfort into doing this. The household survey showed that 22% of
those responding were prepared to help but the biggest risk is how many

of those would take on the significant responsibilities and have sufficient

skills to undertake such roles. Should thésgmssible anédditional helpbe brought to the management of the
Village Hall it is considered that a bright future could exist.

It is felt thatOption 2ought to be pursued as this is the only option that has a chance of securing a sustained
future for theVillage Haland meeting the aspirations of the villagi.is therefore proposed that a Working Party
made up of representatives of the Village Hallrldgement Committee, the Parish Council, Coxhoe Community
Partnership and volunteers is established to develop a business and improvement plan.

The future of community buildingin the villageq County Council owned facilities
At the time of the writingof this document Durham County Council were consulting on the future of two other
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This suggests that should they not be taken dien, while they are not proposed for closure now, they could
be in the future and possibly within the timeframe of this Parish Plan.

Lansdowne House the most well used of these two. It is the home of the offices of Coxhoe Parish Council, the
Coxhoe History Group as well as being used as a meeting place for old persons sociallgi®alsm the base

for the Coxhoe Community Partnershithe Paris Council use the offices free of charge. It generally meets the
needs of the Parish Council having a good meeting room decent office accommodation. The Parish Council has
own in-house printing facilities based hete which the community has acceskhe building has no broadband
connection which would improve the value of the accommodation. Disabled access is good although there are
currently no loop facilities. Brown Close has limited usage, has limited facilities and is less accessible.

There are aumber of choices to be made. Can the range of facilities within Coxhoe all be ed8fHiere has
already been a justified, decision to invest in the Leisure Centre. The Village Hall is potentially at risk. Should all
the community facilities be sustsed or is rationalisation needed to focus on retaining what is really important.

Option 1¢ Do nothing

This would mean that the facilities would remain in the ownership and control of Durham County Council. The
value of the buildings to the CounGouncil may not be as high as the value to either the Parish Council or the
community. As a result, these facilities could be lost in the lifetime of the Parisluiss the County Council
makes a conscious choice to continue to invest in the buildie@ result the Parish Council would be forced to
relocate its officesThis could be back to the Village Hall which could help to sustain this f&@ditynunity users

of the buildings would need to find other facilities which could include the

Village Hill. \

Option 2a ¢ Parish Council takes aresponsibility forLandsdowne House
In this option the Parish Council would take over responsibility for the
running of this facilityor would enter a partnership with the County
Council to operate the facility jointlyt is likely that the property would be
transferred to the Parish Council at limited cost but the Parish Council
would need to pay for its management, maintenance ankagp.This is a
significant financial risk for the Parish Council agh@ moment it has no
costs attributable to the building and it would ed to budget accordingly
This, however, would sustain a valuable building not just for the Parish
Council bufor those within the community who depend on it to
undertake their activitieslt would also ensure that there was a more
diverse range of community facilities available in the village.

Option2bct  NAaK / 2dzy OAt GF1Sa 2yCloseBihgalBall2zZyaAoAt Alde 7Tz
In this option the Parish Council would take over responsibility for the running of this facility. It is likely that the
property would be transferred to the Parish Council at limited cost but the Parish Council would need to pay for
its maragement, maintenance and upkeep. This is a significant financial risk for the Parish Council as, at the
moment, it has no costs attributable to the building and it would need to budget accordingly. This, however,
would sustain a valuable building for treowithin the community who depend on it to undertake their activities.
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Option 3¢ The Parish Council makes conscious decision to focus on other key community facilities

This would mean that the Parish Council decide that it is in the best intereste ¥iltAg to focus only on the

Leisure €ntre and Village Hall. It would seek to locate its offices at either of these two locations and ensure that
GKSNBE Aa FOO02YY2RIGA2Y F@FATIIo6tS (2 O2YYdzyAide 3INRC
could have the benefit of helping to sustain the other community facilities. There would be a cost to the council
for renting the accommodation but there would be no management and maintenance costs as with Option 2.
could assist in achieving communitgparations to save both the Village Hall and Leisure Centre in the longer

term.

Taking everything into account it is considered that following Option2 a for Landsdowne House would be the
most appropriate way forward but this would need to be on the bab shared responsibility as the Parish

Council could not afford a full assettrangfer LY G SN¥a 2F . NRgyQa /f2aS . dzy3
the most practical in the circumstances.

Provision of cyber cafe facilities

Therewas a good leMeof support in the household survey (66% in favour) for the provision of cyber cafe facilities
within the village. It is felt that it makes sense that such facilities may be best provided as part of the offer of the
Leisure Centre and/or the Village Héllis proposed that discussions are held with both organisations to
encourage such provision

Provision of Annual Fun Day/ Carnival

There was good support (70%) for an annual carnival above the fun day undertaken by Coxhoe United. The big
issue with thigs the lack of volunteers to undertake the planning and delivery of it. It is proposed that the Parish
Council consider a feasibility study to see how such an event could be undertaken and delivered.

Provision of Annual Fireworks display

There was someaupport for an annual fireworks display in the village (62%) and a third of supporters felt that
they would volunteer to support such an event. An annual event has now been established at Quarrington Hill
Community Centre which has been well attendeds fpioposed that discussions take place with the Leisure
Centre and the Village Hall Association to see if this could be provided in future.

Coxhoe Parish Council Policy i Community Facilities
It is proposed that the Parish Council will adopt the followpnticies;

Policy 4:

The Parish Couneilill continueto encourageand supportthe retention of key community facilitiesithin the
village. It will work positively with th€oxhoeVillage Hall Association and the new Leisure Centre to achieve a
sustahable future of these key community facilitiaad to provide a vibrant range of community activities for|all
ages

Community Facilities Action Plan highlights
The Coxhoe Action Plan is provided in Anneki# key actions proposed are as follows;

@ Establish Working Party to secure a sustainable future for the Village Hall
@ Developa business antnprovement plan for future management and improvement of Village Hall
@ Implement business an@mprovement Plan
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Parish Council adopt policy of supporting amtouraging future improvements to facilities and activities
Parish Council enter in negotiationsgecure futurefor Landsdowne House

Develop Asset Transfer Pldrnviable or agree partnership approach

Undertake Asset Transfer of Landsdowne Hatipartnership support agreed

Discussions undertaken with Village Hall and new leisure Centre in order to establish cyber cafe facilities
at either or both centres

Parish council carry out feasibility study into how an annual carnival may be delivered

Implement Findings of feasibility Study

Parish Council enter into discussions with the Village Hall association and the Leisure Centre to explore
the options available to secure annual fireworks display event

Implement outcome
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Young People

The Issues

Provision of facilities for young people

The focus bthe Parish Plan proposals so far has been on the provision of facilities and
activities for a range of different ages, including young people. Only 44% of people who took

part in the household survey lfehere was adequate provision for 169 year olds. This compared to over 60%

who felt there was adequate provision for-16 year olds. There remains a range of facilities around the Leisure
Centre including formal and informal play space, and the Bk&lZThere is an effective youth room at the
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priorities of the community during the community engagement process and activities for young pisapl

priority for the East Durham Corridor Area Action Partnership for the third year running.

The focus of this plaso far has been tprovide additional activities for young people focussed on the Leisure
Centre and Village Hall. While there is sosupport for additional localised play facilities it is not proposed in this
plan to provide additional play facilities outside these two centres. 76 % of respondents felt that the Parish
Council and County Countlspend more on young peopénd the Pash Council intends to do that througlsit
support of the Leisureddtre and in engaging in its governance.

Provision ofa Youth Council

However there was strong support for a Youth Council in the village where 84% of respondents agreed with this
ideaand where 7% of those responding favourably were prepared to help. Young people attending the
community engagement event were vociferous in supporting a youth council, prompting the specific question on
the household survey. A successful Youth Councildwdepend on the level of support that could be given to it

and the level of impact that the Youth Council has on what happens in the village. It would be a significant risk tc
such a proposal if the Youth Council was ineffective because they did not bagréficant voice within the
O2YYdzyAiled ,2dzikK /2dzyOAft Qa R2 ySSR NBaz2dz2NDOSa (2 YI

to be taken into account. The Youth Room at the Leisure Centre has been successful but that also needs adequ
resoures.

It is proposed that young people be engaged in a feasibility study for setting up a oomitil@ the village. This
would look to explore how such a Youth Council could be resourced and governed, how otherwise excluded
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young people could be brougbnh board and what sort of partnership could be developed with the Parish Council
to ensure that young people had an effective say on what happens in the area in which they live

Coxhoe Parish Council Policy i Young People
It is proposed that théarish Council will adopt the following policies;

Policy 5

The Parish Council will ensure thiaé views of young people are sought and taken into account when
undertaking community activity and will take into account the views of any subsequently introduced Youth
Council when making key decisions that affect the community.

Young People Action Plan highlights
The Coxhoe Action Plan is provided in Anneki key actions proposed are as follows;

@ Engage young people into a feasibility study into the establishment of a sustainable Youth Council

@ Develop and implement action plan as a result offihdings of the feasibility study
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Highways and Traffic

The Issues

Highway Safety

Highways and traffic was identified as significant priorities throughout the community

engagement processin addition 72% of those who responded to the relevant question felt there was a need for
improved footpath and highway maintenancihere was a range of opinion about the issue of highway safety.
Over half the people who responded to thedsehold survegxpressed concern about speeding traffic, parking,
danger spots and the volume of traffic. Over a third experienced problems with highway noise, including the A1,
and school traffic. Key areas of general concern were all the main roadggthro

the village including Cornforth Lane, Blackgate towards Sedgefield, the Avenue,

Front StreetPetterson Dalend Ceoperative Terrace. There were significant -

concerns about the traffic calming. Some people felt they had failed to slow down
trafficandd 2 YS 2F GKS YSIFadz2NBa 6SNB Ay G(GKS
shop were particularly criticised or at least the habits of customers using that shoy
and parking against them. Concerns included traffic speeding through lights and
people ignoring the fimi round about in the front streetSolutions to the problems
included banning heavy traffic through the village rearranging speed humps (or
providing chicanes), providing speed cameras and fining people who speed or pa
illegally. The business communitypuld prefer that no traffic is restricted into the
village, that speed bumps be removed and additional parking provided. They base
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this on the fact that they depend on passing trade and no other main village centre of the size of Coxhoe has su
traffic restrictions.

There are clearly issues of concern by those who live around the school who expeonegestion and traffic
issues adropping off and picking up times. The school possesses no off road dropping off points, or indeed is
capable of doingo.

LG A& Ay S@SNE 2uiriSisyaibranyviiageNdrirérheseedhmPsS parking restriction

measures, and speed visors were introduced as a result of community feedback during the development of the
last Parish Plan. They were desdrby Durham County Council as the Highway Authority. The Highway Authority
holds the key expertise and responsibility for highway matters. Indetadeen them and the police they are
responsible for enforcing highway safetatters. The Highway Authorityave not approached the Parish Council

to advise that the traffic calming measures that have been put in place are not working or are dangerous. In som
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the speed humpsit is not therefore proposed at this stageproposeany changes to the traffic calming

methods usedWhat is proposed is that the results of the household survey will be shared with the County
Council with a view to them congidng whether any changes to existing circumstances could be made which
would make a marked difference to perceived highway concerns. This includes the impact of school traffic on
people who live near the school.

School crossing point

There was strong syport for the continued need for a school crossing point with 82% of respondents considering
that this was necessary. This is a Durham County Council function and the Parish Council will continue to lobby
its sustained provision

Car arking
Many peopléfelt parking was a problem with lack of parking spaces in the Front Street and parking on paths on
estates. 59% of those responding to the household questionnaire experienced parking prolslarkég within
estates is an issue which will be shared it highway authority as part of the general highway safety issue.
There was a significant amount of peoplao felt there was a lack of parking in the village centre, certainly a

view shared by the village business peopany people feel additional pking should be provided while a few
people feel additional parking would not encourage people to walk to the shops. Discussions have-geérgon
between the Village Hall Association,-@wand Parish Council for many months in an attempt to improveipgrk
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guestionnaire in Coxhoe (and 45% in Quarrington Hill) supported this idea. A few

did not want to see the access frapatterson Dale closkif this were to happen.
Only 18% of respondents did not want to see the car parks joined up.

74% of respondents also supported the provision of parking restrictions in the
front street, to limit staying time and to make spaces more regularly available.
52% felt that parking ought to be restricted to 1 hour waiting, while 37% felt a

two hour restriction was more satisfactory. Some respondents said they would
support this only if it did not apply to existing trades people.

In view of the support for thesissues and the feedback received it is considered that there ought to be a four
pronged approach to addressing parking issues in the village centre. It is therefore proposed that:
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1 Negotiations continue to encourage the Village Hall and theCtm worktogether to improve the
availability of car parking and help reduce traffic on Patterson;Dale

1 Negotiations are undertaken with the Highway Authority and the Police to secure parking time limi
within the Front Street;

tations

9 Discussions are held with th@hty Council and relevant landowners to explore the possibility of making
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1 A public awareness campaign is undertaken to encourage people to walk to the local shops rather than

travel by car to asst healthy lifestyles as well as reduce traffic congestion in the village.

Coxhoe Parish Council Policy i Highways
It is proposed that the Parish Council will adopt the following policies;

Policy 6:

The Parish Council wibntinue to lobby Durham Coty Council and the Police to ensure tldghway safety is
improved within the villageand will raise objections to planning applications where, in the opinion of the P
Council, proposals could have an adverse impact on highway safety in respgheopedestrian or vehicular

Arish

traffic.

Highways Action Plan highlights
The Coxhoe Action Plan is provided in Annekhgkey actions proposed are as follows;
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Shopping
The Issues

Provision of shopping facilities

Share Household Survey results with Highway Authddtgeek their views on highway conditions in the
village

Consider the feasibility of any solutions identified by the highway authority

Parish Council to continue to lobby for school crossing point in the village

Negotiations to take place with the Villagkall Association and the @ with a view to improving the
two car parks

Negotiations to take place between the Parish Council, Police and highway Authority with a view to
introducing waiting restrictions

Undertake associated statutory procedures anglement
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Conduct public awareness campaign to encourage villagers to walk to the shops

As indicated above a vibranhriving village centre is considered very important if the stated

aims of the Parish plan are to be achievékhe accessibility of the centre is also important and

a range of proposals to help that is addressed above. The centre needs to be attradtive aection on the
Environment will address that issue. Above all a great dealrdépen therebeing a range of different facilities

with a healthy scale of competition which provides choice in quality and price. Coxhoe has a great range of
different shops and facilities which do help provide for residents everyday needs. It has a range of shops which
OF GSNJ F2NJ WO2y@BSYASYyOSQ J22Rad ¢KSNB |NB az2vY$S &aLJSC
hairdressing andpticians Most units areoccupied. There are very few shop units which have no existing use
which is above normal for similar centres. Themeye concerns about whether there would be occupants of the
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Gatenby store but this has been sdlved and half of the store is now occupiédn the face of it, compared to
other centres the centre of Coxhoe is generally healthy.

Just over half of the respondents to theusehold survey felt there wasill a need for need businesses. A
plethora of suggestions were made Many felt a shoe, clothes or fashion shop felt would be a good addition.
Several considered that an electrical and white goods shop would be of value. Others suggest good family
pubs/restaurants, different supermarkets or a bank.

The Parish Plan is not the vehicle to make this happen. The provision of facilities is defined by market forces. Th
best that can be achieved through this document is to share the information of communitg wih existing

and prospective investors in the village. It is proposed that such information is placed on the community website.
This already provides a set of pages for traders to publicise their services and it is hoped that more can take
advantage ofthis facility.

It is clear that business traders want people to shop in Coxhoe as well as taking advantage of passing trade. At t
community engagement event in Coxhoe the idea of a loyalty system was raised. One of the local pizza shops
already hasuch a scheme where customers are rewarded for choosing individual shops for shopping needs. A
village wide scheme could be supported by regular publicity campaigns to promote village shops but the shop
keepers and traders themselves would need to pl&gwrole. It is proposed that discussions be help with traders

to explore the possibility of a wider local shopping loyalty scheme supported by publicity campaigns.

The Parish Council will have a role in helping tp protect the vitality and viabilite dfatht street shopping area
in its role as a statutory consultee.

Coxhoe Parish Council Policy i Shopping
It is proposed that the Parish Council will adopt the following policies;

Policy 7
The Parish Council wilbntinue to support local businesses through its website and will undertake regular
publicity campaigns through the website and through the Coxhoe Chronicle to encourage people to shop|locally

Policy 8
The Parish Counilill object to planningoroposds where it considerthat the proposed development will
adversely affect the vitality and viability of the local shopping centre

Shopping Action Plan highlights
The Coxhoe Action Plan is provided in Anneki key actions proposed are as follows;

@ Household survey shopping Information to be shared with existing and prospective investors through the
community website

@ Discussions take place with village traders to explore the feasibility of a local shoppers loyalty scheme,
supported by regular publigi campaigns to support any scheme adopted.
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Public Services
The Issues

Additional car parking at Crow Trees Nature Reserve
Consideration has been given to providing car parking at the nature reserve to help facilitate
accesslt is dealt with in the Quarrington Hill section of this Parish Plan.

Provision of Grit Bins

76%0f respondents supported the provision of additional grit bins (89% in Quarrington Hill). Largely respondents
wanted them providing all over the village and specific hot spots can be determined. Currently grit bins is the
responsibility of Durham County Council as highway autharitythe parish council has an existing policy of not
providing them The county Council currentlyperate key criteria for pragion which means that some estates

have them provided and others do not. There are a range of options to address this issue.

Option 1¢ Do Nothing

This option would mean that the Parish Council waukintain its current policy andot provide any additinal

grit bin provision. Responsibility would remain with Durham County Cowhoilwould continue to implement
their criteria based policyit could include lobbying the County Council to improve its provision bearing in mind
the public have identified witer maintenance as priority to the County Council

Option 2¢ Provide additional bins on a criteria based scheme to
fill some of the gap in the County Council scheme

This would mean that the Parish Council would continue to try to
identify a cost efficient method of providing grit bins in addition to
those provided by DCC. Subject to a method of provision being
identified that the Parish Council develop a criteria $sess
applications against for new grit bins.

Option 3¢ Consider a Volunteer based service
This would involve the Parish Council working together with
Durham County Council to support a service delivered by individual groups of residents.

Taking everytimg into account it is considerdgtat Option 2 and 3 would be the most sustainable in the longer
term. It is therefore proposed that the feasibility of a criteria baseddeme and volunteer based scheme ought
to be investigated.

Bus services

Only 14%ef respondents living in Coxhoe used the bus daily and only 47% used it occasionally. There were
reasonably high figures of satisfaction with travel times (79%), frequency (78%) reliabilitya(@ltolutes

available (620). Overall 91% of respondents tethousehold survey felt that it was easy to travel to and access
.their daily needs. While this suggest s that there is a significant dependence on the private car it suggests that
there is overall satisfaction with public transport when it is needeid. it felt there are any public transport

issues of any significance to address for Coxhoe.
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Coxhoe Parish Council Policy i Public Services
It is proposed that the Parish Council will adopt the following policies;

Policy 9
The Parish Council will continue its policy of not providing additional grit bins for areas of the village which do no
meet the existinddurham County Council criteria until a more sustainable option is established.

Public Services Action Plan highlights
The Coxhoe Action Plan is provided in Anneki key actions proposed are as follows;

@ Parish Council to work with Durham County Council to consider the feasibiitgritéria based scheme
anda volunteer based grit bin service

Community Safety ; :
The Issues '

Community policing

84% of the household survegspondents from Coxhadielt that more community
policing was required82% realised that crime was not recorded if not reported and nearly a quarter of
respondents felt that they had experiesd difficulties when trying to get through on the telephone when
reporting crime.In addition Community Safety was seen as a significant priority during the community
engagement process on the developing Parish Plan.

The police report crime on a monthly basis to the Parish council and members of the public are welcome to
attend.¢ KSNB | NB Ff a2 NB3IdzZA I N Lzt AO YSSGAy3 Yt 1/ ¢Q
together. Generally these meetings feedbaclatieely low crime levels. In additiavailable national and local
websites which depiatrime statistics and Coxhoe sees crime rates which are below the national average. In
terms of reported crime Coxhoe fares better than other areas and is thereftelatvely safe place to live.

Like anywhere else in public service delivery the Police are facing significant financial cutbacks. It is unlikely that
there will be any change of additional resources being pumped into Coxhoe and it is more likelybifat pu

opinion might help focus local police priorities. In such circumstance it is proposed that the household survey
information is shared with the police in order that they can give consideration to an appropriate response.

The Parish Council has a raa statutory planning consultee to raise concerns should any development be
considered to have an adverse impact on community safety.

CCTV

72% of respondents considered that there was a need for CCTV
cameras in the front street. There is no doubt thia¢ implementation

of a CCTV could help both to reduce and fight crime. This issue arose
the first Parish Plan and significant progress was being made by the
Parish Council in partnership with Durham County Council and the
Police prior to the threatenedlosure of the Leisure Centre. The focus
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of that approach was to install CCTV in the Front Street and have Leisure Centre Staff monitor the system basec
at the Leisure Centre. There is clearly legal, human resource and financial implications of ungletakia

scheme. Now that the Leisure Centre is operating differently and where financial priorities may have changed th
potential for a CCTV scheme now looks less favourable. It is proposed that further discussion take place with the
partners again, thiime involving the new Leisure Centre to explore whether a sustainable scheme can be
justified, procured and implemented.

Improved street lighting

Only 37%of respondents to the household questionnaire felt there was a need for improved street lighting other
than some commented on the mix of design of street lights in the village. While some localised improvements
could help it is not felt that this is a sigodnt issue which could result in significant improvement or could justify,
at this stage, any prioritisation of resources. It is not proposed to include an proposaigridicantlighting
improvementswithin this Parish Plan.

Coxhoe Parish Council Policy i Community Safety
It is proposed that the Parish Council will adopt the following policies;

Policy 10
The Parish Council will continue to act in partnership with the police in order secure the safest environment for
those people who live, work andsit Coxhoe. In doing so it will encourage residents and businesses to report
crime in order that the police can have adequate information to investigate, secure approfsatgrces and
determine locaprioritiesincluding improvements to lighting anctension of CCTV if appropriate.

Policy 11
The Parish Council wilbject to panning applications for proposalghich, in the opinion of the Parish Council
would lead to conditions prejudicial to community safety

Community Safety Action Plan highlights
The Coxhoe Action Plan is provided in Anneki key actions proposed are as follows;

@ Share the results of thelouseholdSurvey with the Police in order that they camderstandthe views of
the local population and respond accordingly

@ Resume negotiations between the Parish Council, Police and the County Council and engage the Leisur
Centre in developing a practical and workable front street CCTV scheme for the village

@ Identify and resolve local street lighting issues where appropriate

Health and Social Care

The Issues

Health Care
There were significantly high levels of satisfaction for local health services in the results

of the household survey. This included satisfaction with chiropodist 94%, nurse (92%), health visitor (90%),
private dentist (90%), doctors (87%) and NHS ded@%6. These figures were much higher than corresponding
figures from Quarrington Hill and this may be that most of the above facilities are not based in that village. 76% ¢
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respondents thought there ought to be more support for the elderly. Health anéiscaie have not been

identified a s a specific priority during the consultation process. In view of this the Parish Plan has no specific
proposals for health serviceghe Parish Council has a role as a statutory planning consultee in ensuring planning
proposals do not have an adverse impact on the health of individuals. It can also have a positive role to play in
promoting medical practices and healthy activity and lifestyles through its community websitexample, the
website already hosts a page thre Relate service.

Provision of new surgery

Proposals for a new doct@rsurgery based in a more accessible location on the village gierendeveloped as a
result of the previous Parish Plan. Proposals were developed to planning stage but implications of changes to
National Health Trusts and-mioritising of budgets brought such proposals to an abrupt ik Medical

Practice is now king to improve facilities at their existing site. While this is suppaittecexisting surgery is

located in close proximity to a difficult junction of two congested roads where visibility is restricted due to land
levels at the junction, poor sight liseand parked cars. The surgery possesses no off street parking for visitors
which leads to additional on street parking and congestion during surgery opening hours. There are also highwe
safety issues with people crossing the road from parking in thecadj cude-sac particularly in respect of the

elderly and those with prams and push chairs. In winter weather, the steepness of the road outside the surgery
leads to difficult and dangerous driving conditions which exacerbates normal highway conditisrcansidered

that in the absence of a new surgery the County Council and the Medical Practice should be encouraged to worlk
together to resolve these access problems.

It is considered unlikely thatny new surgerwill come into effect within the lifetime of this Plan. 70% of
respondents to the Housmld survey still support the development of a surgery on the village green. However a
third of those responding do not and partially because it would adversely afeichportant open space. Many
alternative sites have been suggested if future plansmeergeincluding the Village Hall, the former timber
YSNOKIyGa 2y CNRByYydG {GNBSGO = 2y GKS Attt 3S /I NBE &A
Centre. Some respondents in Quarrington Hill feel that any new surgery ought to be basedItheiew of this

it is considered vitally important thahe Parish Council to contina& lobby in favouiof one. A site on the

village green should be supported gril there is no viable alternative and the surgery can be justified on the
overall beneficial impact of such a development on the commuiiityeotherwise protectedstatus of the village

green is addressed in the Environment paragraphs.

Provision of uncheon Club

79% of respondents did not support a luncheon chbtwithstanding this it is felt that bearing in mind that

there was contrary and significant view that more support for the elderly be provided it is proposed to undertake
a feasibility study othe cost/benefits of establishing one

Coxhoe Parish Council Policy i Health and Social Care
It is proposed that the Parish Council will adopt the following policies;

Policy 12

The Parish Council wilbject to any planning application for developmewhich in the opinion of the Parish
Council would adversely affect the health and well being of people living and working in the village and w
encourage proposals which make a positivetdbntion to healthy lifestyles
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Policy 13
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location on the village green only if it can be shown that there is not a satisfactory or viable site elsgwthere
village and the surgery will bring cleaverall benefits to the community
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Health and Social Care Action Plan highlights
The Coxhoe Actiondh is pravided in Annex 2The key actions proposed are as follows;

@ The County Council and the Medical ®iee be encouraged to work together tesolve access
difficulties to the existing surgery

@ That the Parish Council will lobtye NHS Trust or any subsequent body to promote the need for a new
doctors surgery within the village.

@ That the community website contributes to the promotion of healliyng

Housing

The Issues

Housing provision
In the household survey results there were differing ideas about housing need and demand

between CoxhoandQuarrington Hill. In terms of housing type a significant number of

respondents felt there was a need for first time buyers (53%) and the elderly (52%). Nearly a quarter felt there
was a need for social housing. In terms of housing form over 68% feleanhiouses should be accommodation
for the elderly andbnly 49% felt that mw houses as opposed to flats7@b) were required.

In terms of the location of possible new housing there was mixed opinion. 58% of people felt that any housing
ought to be built orpreviously developed land, while a similar figure felt that Greenfield sites ought to be
selected. '0% preferred existing green field sites

Therewere also significant differenced opinion on the scale of new housing to be built. Largely based on the
arguments that Coxhoe was a village and is big enough and because of the lack of infrasgdetoe

respondents felt that there ought to be no new housing whatsoever. 19% felt that 200 plus units ought to be built
while another 9% felt that between 100d 200 houses ought to be built. What is clearer is that there was a
substantial majority of people whom felt that any further new housing ought not take place before significant
social infrastructure was provided (78%). The principal forms of infrasteictensidered necessaryene

nursery, and secondarylsgol provision, health services atrdnsport infrastructure with the emphasis of

reducing taffic through the village.

It was indicated in Section 4 of this documémat in terms of Coxhoe and emengi County Council Planning

Policy that the key implicationstise effect of the proposediousing Strategies on Coxhoe. As a secondary
settlement Coxhoe can expect to have its share of housing development and irrespeygts this will have

positive impacs on sustaining our communitiedew housing can have the effect of bringing new life into

villages, helping to sustain businesses and improve the quality of run down or derelict sites. The negative aspec
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are that it can be seen to be out of scale witle remainder of a settlement, bring with it increased traffic and
impacts on highway safety while putting further pressure on already stretched existing social infrastructure.

The Parish Countibve previouslyelt that there arenot enoughavailablesites within theCounty Counci{3

housing land allocatioplanning documentso accommodatehe allocationof over 450 housesMore

importantly the Parish Council has repeatediade clear its views about the lack of a social infrastructure and

the need b improve this before anfurther significant new housing development is provided. Toeinty

| 2dzy OAf Qa Y2aild NB Goes/atkndwkedygs/ Tyt CehtLrRan EhdrinBagtiiicture proposals are
required in this part of the County. However, it doeot specifically relate this to Coxhoe dndoes not identify

what such infrastructure improvements are necessary. In addition it suggests that these improvements could be
made through things such as the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) butrtbtssidvanced in the county and
phasing issues resullheprevious consultatiomesponsa of Coxhoe Parish Council have refleéted¢oncerns

around these issues.

In terms of the scale of development to take place the Parish Council needs to redbgnite Planning

Authority, who will make decisions on planning allocations and planning permissions have a clear idea on the
scale of development Coxhoe ought to provide in the next 20 years. While it

is not clear where that land is some sites under aderstion can
accommodate significantumbers. One site being considered, Bogma
House Farm, for example, could accommodate well over 250 houses on it
2y ®d® ¢KS tFNRAK [/ 2dzyOAf Ay | Oly2¢9
not objected in principle to thecale of development that is being planned
for the village. It has challenged where it would all be located and set out
its clear views that there ought to be significant social infrastructure
improvements that should come along before such development.

It is felt that there is a clear split in the village \daws abouthe scale of
development thatshouldtake place and where it should take plages.

there is no sufficiently clear mandate to do otherwise there is nothing
arising out of the community ggagement events and the household survey
to persuade the Parish Council that it ought to deflect from its clear and consistent path over the last couple of
years. It is not proposed to identify any particular land which would be supported by the ParnisiciCalthough
potential development guidelines could be included in proposals for supplementary planning guidance set out in
the Environment paragraphs.

In such circumstances it is proposed that the Parish Council will supqlariesof:
1 Encouragindnousing developmendf an appropriate mixo help sustain the settlement
1 nhallengewhere potential housing allocations may be made in determining the number of houses to be
developed in the village in the light of emerging planning policy; and
1 Oppose sigificant development taking place prior to any appropriate social infrastructure provision is
made unless there is clear and proven overall benefit to the community and that énectear plans to
introduce the necessary improvements at a later date
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It is also proposed that the Parish Council shares the results of the household survey with the County Planning
Teamand invites the County Planning Team to work with the Parish Council to develop Supplementary Planning
Guidance

Coxhoe Parish Council Policy i Housing
It is proposed that the Parish Council will adopt the following policies;

Policy 14
Ly | O0SWIiAYy3a / 2EKASHE { NBESSSH IQainciupperss & Orihgiple of KLither housing
development within Coxhoe so long as swale is appropriate to the size and housing needs of the existing
settlement and that a range of housing mix, including affordable horitetsand two bedroom bungalowfer
the elderlyare provided in any development over 10 units.

Policy 15
The Parish Council will continue to challenge the scale of development that is being proposed in Coxhoe|in the
emerging planning policy within the components of the County DurhamtBlansure that the fundamental
character of Coxhoe as a large rurabgé is not compromised.

Policy 16
The Parish Council will object to significant housing developments unless there are clear plans to provide
appropriate and acceptable infrastructure improvements before that housing takes place and where therg is no
clear and justified overriding benefit to the village of that development taking place. Even in the latter
circumstances it would be normally accepted that clear, appropriate acelgable infrastructurevould follow
as a result of that development.

Housing Action Plan highlights
The Cokoe Action Plan is provided in AnnexThe key actions proposed are as follows;

@ Parish Councéstablish and maintain clear housing planning policies; and

@ Parish Councgéiharests household survey results with thaitham County Council Planning Teand
works with them to develop supplementary planning guidance

Employment

The Issues

Employment land provisiorand employment opportunities

Employment was one of the top five priorities emanating from the housebwitdey.In the
survey52% respondents felt that there was a need for new industrial land whereas 87% wanted

new job opportunities. 54% felt that the land at the Limes should be retained for industrial use. There is therefore
some support for allocating sagriand for industrial use within the village. While the Parish Council originally
objected to the proposals for the second phase of development at The Limes it was clear that the Local Planning
Authority that there were no sustainable planning grounds ésist this particular development which was
subsequently approved. This particular site is not therefore available for industrial purposes. It is not considered
that there are any significant areas of land within the village which would prove suitatdgfificant industrial
development.Industry of course is not the sole provider of employment and there may be other proposals that

come along which could contribute to employment opportunities within the villade Parish Council certainly
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does not ownland itselfwhich it could devote to the generation of employment opportunitigss not therefore
possible for this plan to identify a favoured site for development.

The Parish Council does, howeMeavea role as a planning consultee and it can provide a voice to support
development that may have a significant positive impact on the economy of the village while objecting to
development which may have an adverse impact on the amenities of residents wvitdligy and viability of the
village front street shopping centre.

There may be opportunities to relocate some industrial uses within the village which would be better undertaken
on more accessible, industrial land which could free up land for newlaewent. IN such cases the Parish
Council could lend its support to such proposals.

Development of Durham Green

There have been longstanding development proposals for
Durham Green Business Park to the west of the interchange
with the A1(M). It is a stategic employment site in the
County.This could provide significant job opportunities on the
doorstep of Coxhoe. In the household survey 89% of
respondents supported the development, 90% in total taking
into account the Quarrington Hill results. Wherepeadents

did not support it this was largely on grounds that the traffic
infrastructure could not handle the likely traffic generation,
0KSNBE A& LI Syite 2F flyR StaSoKSNBE:I AdGa WIAINBSyoStac
proposals could adversely affect the shopping centre and potiuti

It is noted that there is not a significant amount of land suitable for industrial development within Coxhoe. It is
felt that in the current economic climate employment opportunities ought to be enagedwhere they do not
adversely affecthe village. In such circumstances, and supported by a clear level of community support for this
development it ipproposedthat, with safeguards the Parish Council ought to offer its support to such proposals
In commenting on the proposals 96% of peadgleughtthat jobs from the development of the site ought to be
filled locally. This may not be possible in practice because of the availability of the right skills and the basis of
employment lawon best applicant However the view is taken that in supporting pospls the Parish Council
could at least make submissions to encourage the consideration of this.

Access to Training

91% of respondents felt that there should be better access to trairirwill be increasingly important for the

future for skills to be developed to match the skills needed in developing industry. Part of the issue is about an
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provided, where and what cost. Clearly the Parish Plan cannot addregsrther but it can explore ways of
addressing the latter. Fexample, there was a recentier drop in the village for Coalfield Community grant

aided training in thing live health and social care and door and security guarding. The Parish Council put such
information on the community website to help promote this.

Coxhoe Parish Council Policy i Employment
It is proposed that the Parish Council will adopt the followpnticies;
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Employments Action Plan highlights
The Coxhoe Action Plangsovided in Annex 2The key actions proposed are as follows;

@ Work with partners to support the relocation of any industrial use which would be better located
elsewhere

@ Explore ways with partners in which access to trainingoojmities

@ Promote trainingopportunities on the community website.

Communications
The Issues

Improvement of community information generally

While communications was not identified as a priority there were
many suggestions made to improve community information
generally. Theseclude more and better news boards, the use of
radio, a single community websitaore/ better newsletters, use

of e-mails, blogs, signs in shop windows, free broadband and the
use of local newspapers.




Some respondents felt that better use of the lonsdia may assist getting information out. One respondent
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have had one by now. While there is no evidence to support that view this is an area¢hadrhmunity does

not explore enough. There has been some good reactions when it has been tried, such as the leisure Centre
Closure, but this did not in itself save the Leisure Centre, that was saved by a small number of local people
establishing a socianterprise. It did however getlaud and cleatocal voice. It is proposed that better links

with the local media arexplored andestablished

One respondent considered that Parish Councillors should be more visible in the community. The Parigh Counci
meetings are open to the public to allow such visibillilge issues of notice boards, websites and newsletters are
addressed belowAnother viewpoint was that when undertaking surveys these should be more regular with
limited number of questions to matiain respondents focus and interest, While not the subject to a specific

action consideration will be given to this in the future.

29% of respondents to the household questionnaire did not receive the Durham Advertiser. Of that 29%, 90%
wanted to receivat. The Advertiser is currently attempting to recruit people to deliver these in Coxhoe on a paid
basis. Should they employ individuals then it considered that this issue may be resolve. It is not proposed to take
any action at this point in time on thissue.

Improved Notice Boards

79% of respondents felt that existing notice boards were good or adequate but just over 50% felt that they were
good. A significanhumberof respondents suggested that more notice boards were needed and some suggested
that they ought to be throughout the villagét the moment there is really just a single notice board in the village
which houses mainly Parish Council statutory informatidrere is a need to promote wason in the village, the
village hall and the Leisure centre as well as what is affecting the village. This is all on the community website bt
not everyone has web access. In view of this response it is felt there feptiin to undertake a noticeboard

scheme to improve their number, appearance and, most importantly, the relevance of the information that they
contain. It is therefore proposed that a scheme to improve village noticeboards is undertaken with higly.priorit
This should take into account views expressed in the household survey that ther should be some village spread |
investment but be driven by appropriate footfall levels.

Improved Community website
89% of respondents to the household sunoensidered hat the community website was good or adequate,
while only 37% felt it was good. Some people did not know that there was a site and one responded recorded:

@ single village website where all the information/links residents of the village might be interested in is found. All
the events/info at the Village Hall, Landsdowne House, Coxhoe Working Mens Club, Leisure Centre etc etc should
be contained on there. This can be done at a low cost and the possibility of local businesses advertising on there

might even help to turn a profit which the parish council can use
» =~

el sewher ebd

Thethingh & GKI G adzOK | &aAdGS R2Sa ¢ akK
community website does just that at no cost to the community : pen—

even offesfree advertising to local businessétsis supported by -

twitter and facebook sitesThe site is mentioned in every ediiof =

the Coxhoe Chronicle and was the subject of a village poster -

campaign when it was launched last year. It was even the subject



of an article in the County Council magazine as it was promoted as best practice by them. It achieves over 500
hits a month.Check outvww.coxhoeparishcouncil.gov.uk

The site does depend on people contributing to it and is administrated by a volunteer. It is constantly being
improved and refreshed. The only real issues apptabe that publicity affordedd it is not getting throughilt is
proposed that thigoublicity will continue.

Improve Newsletters

98% of household survey respondents considered thaQbehoe Chronicle was good or adequate and 62% felt

it was good. Thesare very high levels of satisfaction for a village newsletter. There were few ideas for its
improvement other that its frequency and more relevant information including less articles by a small number of
groups in the village. The newsletter is producette a quarter by a volunteer from the Coxhoe Community
Partnership and is printed by the Parish Council in house. It depends on the community making contributions an
its content is based on what is made available to the individual that producElsdtrewsletters are delivered

free of charge by volunteers from tttmmmunity.

To produce a more regular newsletter would probably mean that someone would need to be employed to
produce this and there would be additional costs. In view of the overall saiisfiaetes,the fact that

communications has no significant priority and the curfémancialpriorities it is not proposed to change the
regularity of the Coxhoe Chronicle. With community support the Chronicle can be made better and it is propose
that ways of improving the content of the newsletter is explored.

Coxhoe Parish Council Policy i Communications
It is proposed that the Parish Council will adopt the following policies;

Policy 20
The Parish Council will continteexplore ways of improvinthe communication with the community of
information about its activities and thosedhtake part within the villagef Coxhoe

Communications Action Plan highlights
The Coxhoe Actionldh is provided in Annex Zhe key actions proposed are as follows;

@ Appoint Media contact andx@lore opportunities to engage the locatedia in promoting Coxhoe, what
is happening within it and what is happening that affects it

@ Prepare, consult and deliver a scheme for the provision of new community notice boatdstégically
important places within the village

@ Continue to undertake publicity to encourage the use and improved content of the community website

@ Explore options for securing contributions from the community to improve the content for the Coxhoe
Chronide

Environment

The Issues

Satisfaction with the appearance of the village
68% of respondents to the household survey said they were generally satisfied with the

appearance of the villag85% of respondents were either satisfied or very satisfied with the village overall,
although only 21% were actually very satisfigthny acknowledged the work that had been undertaken over the
last few years to improve it but acknowledged that there wegpe for more improvements to take placéhe
attractiveness of the village is important to its vitality and viability and to the well being of its residents. In order
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to achieve the vision set out earlier in this plan, and as the environment was acsighgriority at the
consultation event set, it ought to be an aim of the environment action plan to improve satisfaction rates.

Street cleaning and other environmental services

While the environment was not one of the top five in the household surveyséhold survey results showed
some dissatisfaction of the local community with existing environmental services. 87% of respondents had
problems with animal fouling, 83% with litter, 44% had problems with grass cutting, 63% had problems with
vandalism and7% had problems with motor bikesaproved street cleanin(7% of responses to the relevant
guestionand footpath/highway maintenancé’ 2% of responses to the relevant questiarére peoples priorities
in terms of environmental improvemeifithere was a fwole plethora of locations where problems were identified
and no clear hot spotsThose responding raised other environmental condgiorcluding the condition of roads
and footpaths including the paving that was introduced to the front street a coupjears ago and which was so
ASNRA2dzaft e I FTFSOGSR o8& .th&réwefelaldolissuésadisecoballaniEotenfordeiRentd A v (
traders keeping areas clean outside their shops and the seat being returned at the bottom of the Grove

Largelyaddressing issues ahimal foulinglitter, graffiti and most grass
cutting services are the responsibility of Durham County Council.
Dealng with motorbikes and vandalism is largely the responsibility of
the police. The issues may well be due to tleeel of service provided -
by the County Council. The County Council has experienced significant?,‘-»’*’
challenges to its budgetnd service quality may have been reduced as :

a result.It is unlikelythat these issues can be resolved through a Parish
Plan. Howeverto explore this iis proposed that the household survey
results be shared with the County Council and the Police with a view to
I @At €3S Wglfl Fo2dz2iQ IyR GKS
from the agencies involved.

Many of the issues of coam are in the hands of the community,
particularly the dropping of litter and some dog owners not being
responsible. To address this it is proposed that there is a concerted
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Chronicle, shopkeeper support and notice boaitipossible this should engage the school, young people
parentsand the appropriate partners.

Front Street Regeneration

61% of those that responded to the relevant question felt that there was a need for further regeneration of front
street, 60% felt there was more need for flowers and shrubs and67% felt there was a need for additional seating
A significant amount of workas been undertaken in the front street in terms of floorscapleanting and hanging
baskets. Additional improvements were undertaken to the Village Hall memorial garden and the Heritage Walk a
St. Marys. A range of concerns relating to quality of fothtpasome shop keepers not improving their property,

lack of signing, dog dirt and the impact of some significant building eyesores. The impact of the weather on the
ySg F220LI GKa KIFa Ot SINI& AYLI OGSR 2y ighiagduthdbitpa A ¢
during 2011 by the traders. There was some mixed views in the survey about the quality of planting and hanging
basketslt has already been proposed in the highways section that the results of the household survey are sharel
with the Highway authority.
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In terms of environmental improvements it is proposed that a

the village could be improved particularly through better soft
landscaping and delivery of the bedding and hangindétas
service. This could also consider appropriate signage in the
villageas well as seating (it is noted that there is an outstanding
resolution to replace the seat at the bottom of the Grove which
drew several comments in the surveyfhere was some conge
that the northern and southern parts of the village feel excluded
from the work that has been undertaken as that has been more
focussed on the middle of the villagéhas already been
indicated that the vitality and viability of Front Street is crilgiamportant to creating a sustainable community
and therefae the shopping centre warrants some priorifjhat is not to say that other areas of the village should
be neglected simply that prioritisation is justified at a time of limited resoufidesimplications of untidy shop
fronts and building eyesores is addressed later in this section.

Improvementof the village greens

90% of respondents supported the retention and improvement of the village greens. There are two main greens
along Coxhoe frontteeet, one north of the churcland the other north of WesleRlace. Both are attractive open
spaces which have mature trees and bulb planting. They contribute significantly to the character and appearance
of the village. However there is no seating, supipgy hard and soft landscaping including footpath access, nor is
there any feature or public art. As a result public use is not encouraged. This is a shame as they could become
more valuable spaces to the community if they could be brought toTlliese peces of land are largely in public
ownership although on the site adjoin St Josephs some land is owned by Coxhoe Gaumvrho have

proposals with planning permission to erect a Miners Memorial Wheel.

Improvement to the village greens are actuallyuanimplemented proposal of the first parish plamere funding

was a principal issu®arish Plan 1 confirmed that people wanted to keep these important open spaces.
Proposals were developed and constittas were carried out through the Chronicle and Bage Centre
Regeneration Consultation event . Funders were approached but funding was delayed as a result of the
uncertainty of the doctors surgery proposal. Support for the retention of the village greens is equally strong as a
result of the recent houdwld survey. There now potential funding available throughpossible

implementation of planning permissions and other grants could become available. In suchstancestiis

likely that such funding could become available in the lifetime of thisP&lan. Therefore proposed schemes
could beviable. In such circumstances it is proposed that schemes for the
improvement of the village greens be developed and implemented when
funding becomes available.

Untidy and dilapidated buildingsnd land

65%o0f respondents to the household survey considered thare some
buildings in the village which are, or are in danger afdmeing eyesores. These
included the former School Building in the centre of the villabech is in a
particularly poor condition.




Collectively, together with the other buildings identified in the household susuel buildinghave a significant
detrimental impact on the character and appearance of the villttgeas to be expected that in difficult financial
times it is difficulfor some owners to embark on significant renovation of property, as a result some buildings
can and will fall into decline. Some buildings in Coxhoe have been of concern for several years. Some are showi
signs of lack of occupancihe Parish Council fao powers to require owners to improve property and land.
Durham County Council has some limited powers in terms of dangerous buildings and buildimgs¢han

adverse effect on the amenities of an area. Such powers are resource

intensive and are natecessarily always successful. Therefore
negotiating and encouraging owners to improve or redevelop is often@
more successful. There has been some success recently working wi
the County Council to ask them to undertake negotiations with land
owners. TheAvenue Picture House building frontage has been
reasonably improve while the most dramatic change has been to the
former fish shop near the Paving factory. This has brought the
building back into use and looks great.

There will be a limited amount of seurces available to secure a

significant amount of change in the future. It is therefore proposed that a register of untidy land and buildings is
established (taking into account those sites raised in the household survey) and that these are tackled in a
prioritised order. Resulting action would be in respect of negotiations with landowners and the County Council
and the taking of formal action by the County Council as a last resort.

Some concerns were raised in the household survey about the conditeontd shop frontsSome shopkeepers,
have renewed their shop fronts in the last year to improve the attractivepnéfiseir business and the front

street in generalThis has positively contributed to the appearance of the village and their efforts are
commendedThere used to be available grants to assist. Discussions with the County Council have suggested th
should there be a group of interested business people wbald be prepared to develop a joint scheme it might

be possible to develop a business case to get some supgug.could help bring further investment in the village
while giving businesses a helping hand with improving their property at a timeaotfal restraintThis has

many risks from getting enough like minded businesses togethetranthct that a business case may still not be
successful. It is considered that it may well be worth a try and it is proposed that a possible scheme be
considerda.

Design of Development in the village

77% of people felt thathey were satisfied at the

guality of design of recent developments in the village.
2 KAfS GKSNBE ¢SNBE &a2YS | R@
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support for the quality of design that has been
achieved. It is Durham County Council who have the
planning and design expertise and they use their
planning powers to encourage good design well, within
constraints of planning legislation. There is a an
opportunity to work with the planning authority to
develop some sustainable supplementary planning
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guidance for the village to help encourage good design will getting an appropriate mix of housing development tc
reflect the needs and wants of the communifys the County Council have indicated that they would be prepared
to work with the Parish Council to this end it is proposed that Supplementary Planning Guidance is developed.

Garden of Remembrance

It has previously been proposed that a Garden of Remamt® be established in the land around St Marys
Church. This would provide a quiet affer people to go and remember their lost loved ones who have not been
buried in the village. There would be some cost to this in terms of laces, landscaping andvis®mprof street
furniture such as seating and public artwork. There may also be legal processes to go through. 74% of
respondents to the household survey supported the idea of a garden. In such circumstances it is proposed to
consider the feasibility andelivery of such provision.

Problems with the Tip andRecycling Facility

Only 26% of respondents experienced problems with the tip and recycling facility. The issues with the tip were
largely in respect of the smells that emanate from the site dependinthe environmental conditions that exist

from time to time. Other concerns related to flies, rats, associated vehicles travelling too fast and through the
village, maintenance of the recycling facility (including holes in road at entrance), and regujpioations on

health. Some called for its closure. There are existing arrangements in place for local residents ttved invo
consultative meetingand representatives of the community attend these. It is unlikely that the tip is to close in
the timescale of this Parish Plan. The County Council who own the recyclingviagi#itsonsulting the

community on possible closures of facilities in County Durham between November2011 and January 2012. The
site near Coxhoe is not one which is being considéor closurelt is not proposed to have any particular actions
within this Plan other than to make the household survey results available to the County Council and the Waste
Disposal Company through normal channels.

Protecting the environment for subsguent generations.

A possible shortcoming of the household questionnaire was that there were no questions set that addressed
WadzaldlrAylrofS RSGSE2LIVYSYydiQ 2NJ NBRdzOAy 3 (KS @iRafldptt 3 S ¢
a policy of encuragingdevelopment which has a positive impact on the environment particularly reducing the
dependence on the use of the private car.

Coxhoe Parish Council Policy i Environment
It is proposed that the Parish Council will adopt the following policies;

Policy 21
The Parish Council wilhcourage discussions with the County Council and landowners with a view to imprpving
land and buildings which are considered to be detrimental to the amenities and character of the area. It Will assis
in providing suppd to provide solutions to specific buildings where possible and consider supporting planning
proposals that resolve problems. Should opportunities to negotiate improvements fail, the Parish Council|will
make representations to the County Council to redubat theyexercise their appropriate powers to resolve
matters through legal means.

Policy 22
The Parish Council willork with Durham County Council to develop Supplementary Planning Guidance to jassist
the consideration of planning application eris of providing advice on expected standards for the design and

layout of developments which will address local need




Policy 23

The Parish Council will support and encourage planning proposals and initiatives which, in the opinion of
Parish Counkiare sustainable, have a positive contribution to the local environment, help save environme
resources and reduce dependence on the use of the private car.

Environment Action Plan highlights
The Coxhoe Action Plan is provided in Anneki keyactions proposed are as follows;

the
ntal

@ Forward results of the household survey to Durham County Council and the Police in terms of street and

environmental services with a view to holding a street walkabout to assist a response
5S@St 2LIVSy (i Kekp Coxhd@2 iy ®ISWA SIRdzat A O I g NBEySaa Ol
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elsewhere where resources allow
Develop and implement schemes for improvements to two Village Greens

¢ G

and landowners to secure improvements.

- Y LIk
Develop and implement, a front street, soft landscape and signage improvement scheme and extend

Develop a pridtised Untidy Buildings and Land register and pursue negotiations with the County Council

@ Approach shopkeepers in the Front Streetssess thecope for improving shop frontages with a view

to working with the Count Council to establish a business case for grant assistance.

@ Develop Supplementary Planning Guidance with Durham County Council and adopt as part of Parish Plg

and Local Development Framework

Explore the feasibility of developing a Garden of RemembrantieiVillage

Provide feedback from the household survey to Durham County Council and the Tip Operator on i

relating to recycling and the tip.

@ Ensure good quality planting and maintenance of flower displayséb€ouncif2 dontactor and grass
cutting by Durham County Council

© e

Summary

It is considered that the proposals apdlicies identified in this section are a practical approacpdrish

ssues

planning in the circumstances that exist at present, while remaining ambitious. It is considered that collectively

they will help to set out the community vision set out in Sec&af this Parish Plan.
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7 Quarrington Hill Proposaland Action Plans

Introduction

The household survey showed some marked differences in the views and aspiratibegpebple living and
working in the villages of Coxhoe and Quarrington Hill. It is felt important that, consistent with the approach
adopted in the last Parish Plan, there ought to be separate proposals and action plans for each village. This
section ofthe plan concentrates on Quarrington Hill. The action Plan for QuaorinHill is attached in Annex 3.

The household questionnaire was designed around the 12 key issues identified in the previous section. This
section sets out key priorities identified bhe results of the questionnaire. It then addresses each issue in turn
by considering the issues, setting out a response and identifying appropriate policy or actions where necessary
and achievable. In doing so it addresses the key risks and oppcgtuniti

Key priorities
The community engagement events held early in 2011 and results of the household survey showed different
priorities for Quarrington Hill as follows:

Engagement Events top 5 priorities: Household Surveyop 5 priorities:
Public Services Community Safety

Sport, Leisure and Culture Environmentinc. Churchyards)

Traffic and Highways Sport, Leisure and Cultut@c. Allotments
Children and Young Peoples activitieg Traffic and Highways

Housing Children and Young Peoples activities

Theproposals and action plans take into account the outcomes of both the engagement events and the
household survey.

Sport, Leisure and Culture

The Issues

The future of the Leisure Centre

94% of respondents to the household questionnair®urarrington Hill supported the Coxhoe Leisure Centre
remaining open and a further 87% felt that the Parish Council ought to support that. Sport, Leisure and Culture
was identified as a top ten priority in both the engagement event and the household siitvieyshows clear
support for sustaining the operation of the Leisure Centre. It is considered that there are sufficiently strong
proposals within the Coxhoe Section of the plan to meet this aspiration.

Facilities for children, young people and adults

The majority of people felt that there were unsatisfactory facilities available in Quarrington Hill for young people
and adults and just less than half of respondents felt that there wesatisfactory activities for childrerThere

were of range of suggéens made to address this ranging from youth clubs to development of a swimming pool.
It isconsideredhat it would not be feasible and practicable to develop any significant new facilities in a village of
vdzZE NNAY G2y | Aff Qa &oréx&mpla. dedilk not ik thelvillageditAs ¥ondidgrad tHaiahe best
way to improve the availability of facilities would to be invest in the sushiiityaof Coxhoe Leisure Centiehe
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focus therefore ought to be oimproving the range and quality of féities and activities at the Leisure Centre.

This will go somewhere to meeting community aspiration for additional facillnegrms of further facilitis and
activities the Communityéhtre is considered to be the hub for additional provision. Not evdyld additional
activities provide better leisure opportunities for the residents of Quarrington Hill they would help to sustain the
future of the Community Centre. There are proposals under the next section to provide such additional facilities.

Activities for young people have been a priority of the East
Durham Rural Corridor Area Action Partnership (AAP) for the
last two years. At the AAP Forum meeting at the Village Hall in
November this year it was agreed that this would be retained as
a priorityfor 2012/2013. It is considered appropriate that
community representatives on the Board and Forum ought to
make representations during the course of the next year, and in
future years to maximise the benefit of the implementation of
this priority in the AP toQuarrington HillThe household

survey showed that there was neéar additional activities for
young childrerandthere was a significant amount of support

for a smaller play area. Itisereforefelt that a play area for
younger children set cloge the Community Centre would

meet this aspiration and complement the range of the facilities at the Community Centre.

Changing facilities on playing fields

The majority ourvey respondents in Quarrington Hill faitat changing facilities on playiriiglds were

inadequate.lt is therefore proposed that a feasibility study is conducted to see if, in the current climate, there is a
way of providing such facilities

Allotments
60%o0f the people who responded to the Household Survey question on allotne@siarrington Hilfelt there

wasa need for more. In addition 26 of these felt they might like one. This vedsoseen to be a significant
priority in the Household Survey. The provision of allotments is
a Parish Council functidsut there are resource issues to the
Parish council in managing therfihere is allotment land

owned bythe County Councilt is felt tha the best way to

provide additional allotments is for the Parish Council to secure
firstly the improvement of the allotments and seconelyg asset
transfer of the allotment land and encourage the setting up of
an allotments ceoperative to seimanagementhem. This
currently works very well in CoxhoEhe plan therefore
proposesallotment improvement anén asset transfer and the
setting up of an allotmento-operative

Sport, Leisure and Culture Action Plan highlights
TheQuarrington HilAdion Ran isprovided in Annex .3The key actions proposed are as follows;

Parish Council to provide financial incentiveCmmmunityAssociation to develop improved facilities

Explore options for youth engagement through Area Action Partnership @o&F)C@riorities

I ySg OKAfRNByQa LXIFe& FNBF A& LINRPBARSR | R2F OSy.
A feasibility study is undertaken to consider the provision of changing facilities at the playing fields
Improve allotments and seeadsset transfer of allotments from Durham County Council

A Quarrington Hill Allotments eoperative is created

CeeOeC
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Community Facilities

The Issues

The future of community building in the village TheCommunity Centre

There is a limited range of community buildings in Quarrington Hill and specifically the Community Centre, and
the Resource Centre. These are both owned by Durham County Council and face different futures. The commor
feature of all is their futures are nsecure. The County Council are not proposing to invest in the future of the
Resource Centre and are looking to consider an asset transfer of the Community Centre. Despite the fact that
community buildings were not identified ag@p five priority over 9% of respondents to the household survey

felt that they wanted the Community centre to remain open and improved

A new Management Committee at the Community Centre was
established less than two years ago and the range of activities
and as such itgiability, has been significantly improved. The
Centre is capable of further improvemeintterms of
improvements tathe buildingincluding structure, kitcheand

eco friendly provisionA significant number cfurvey
respondents felt more activities calibe providedncluding

68% toddlers, 75% in the ) age group and 87% young
people. 26%of respondentdelt that they would volunteer to
help. It is considered that in order to preserve the futwithe
Community Centrgwhich is so important to the tality and
viability of the village itselthen availableresources should be
directed towards it solely.

It is therefore proposed that an asset transfer of the Commu@itytre to the Management Committee ought to
be undertaken. The Parish Plan propo#es. To assist in the improvement of the building itself it is additionally
proposed that an improvement plan is developed and implemenite@ddition in order to ensure additional
activities are undertaken the plan proposes the introduction of a rafgeetivities for toddlers, children, young
people as well as the introduction of computer classes.

It is considered that there are sufficient proposals within the Coxhoe Action plan to provide cyber cafe facilities tc
serve Quarrington Hill. The Commuyn@entre already organises a successful annual fun day/carnival and annual
fireworks display.

Coxhoe Parish Council Policy i Community Facilities
It is proposed that the Parish Council will adopt the following policies;

Policy 24:
The Parish Couneilill continue to encourage and support the retention of key community facilities within the
Quarrington Hill. 1t will work positively with th@uarrington Hill Community Associatiand Quarrington Hill
Village Partnership achieve a sustainable futucd these key community facilities and to provide a vibrant
range of community activities for all ages.
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